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Diary of events     Back to contents       
 

Council usually meets on the first Wednesday of each month. If you plan to attend please 
check date & time with the Hon. Sec. (from whom minutes are available to members). Any 
member can attend, but must give advance notice if wishing to speak.  

 
 

 

Visitors & guests are very welcome at any of our meetings.  If contact details are given, 
please contact the leader beforehand, and make yourself known on arrival.  We hope that 
you will enjoy the meeting, and consider joining the Society.   To find out how to join, visit 
http://bns.myspecies.info and click on membership.  Members are members of ALL the 
sections -  
 

 
 

 

MAY 2017 
Mon 1 Downs Walk - Tramway Society 10:00 page 4 

Mon 1 Frome Valley – Birds, plants etc. Ornithology 18:30 page 16 

Thu 4 Downs Walk from Sea Walls Society 10:00 page 4 

Thu 4 Mid-week walk: Dolebury Warren Society 10:00 page 4 

Fri 5 Moth Trapping BNS / University 21:00 page 5 

Sat 6 Early morning Birdsong BNS / University 07:30 page 5 

Sat 6 Downs Walk – The Mousehole Society 10:00 page 4 

Sat 6 Leigh Woods Invertebrates 14:00 page 14 

Tue 9 Tree Gazing, Royal Fort BNS / University 12:30 page 5 

Sun 14 Insect Netting BNS / University 14:00 page 5 

Sun 14 Somerset Levels Ornithology 10:00 page 16 

Sat 20 Avonmouth ‘Pot Luck’ Botany 14:30 page 10 

Sat 27 Downs Walk – The Gully Society 10:00 page 4 

Wed 31 Clevedon Geology 19:00 page 13 

JUNE  2017 
Fri 9-Sun 11 Festival of Nature weekend – volunteers wanted (See Roger’s Notes) page 6 

Thu 15 Novers Common Botany 19:00 page 10 
 

 

 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTERE ST 
Sat 6 May Brean Down (Plants, Archaeology, Nat Hist)  SRPG  page 10 

Sat 13 May Wild Outdoors Day, 11-5 Windmill Hill 11:00 page 19 
Sun 14 May Ups & Downs in the Avon Gorge Gorge & Downs 09:45 page 19 
Sun 14 May Badock’s Wood – Bugs & Butterflies FOBW 14:00 page 14 

Thu 18 May St Briavels & Slade Bottom GlosNats 11:00 page 10 
Sat 20 May Ed Drewitt  Bristol Ferry Boat 11.40 page 19 
Sun 21 May Singing in the Summer (Walk)  Gorge & Downs 14:00 page 19 

Sun 21 May Golden Valley for Invertebrates & Botany FOTP 14:00 page 10 
Sun 21 May Fascination of Plants Day Bot. Garden  page 19 
Thu 25 May Annals of Botany Lecture  Bot. Garden  page 19 

Fri 26 May Music with Mummy on the Downs  Gorge & Downs 10:00 page 19  
Thu 1 June Brilliant Butterflies (8-12 yr.olds)  Gorge & Downs 10:00 page 19 
Sun 4 June RSPB Arne Reserve BOC 07:45 page 16 
 
 

 

 “BRISTOL WALK FEST” Bristol’s Walking 

Festival, from 27 April to 31 May, offers over 140 
walks;  Richard Bland is contributing eight for BNS, 
four of which are advertised here, as is the one 
offered by Bristol Zoo (Gorge & Downs Wildlife 
Project) on 14

th
 May. For more information 

visit  www.bristolwalkfest.com               
  

http://bns.myspecies.info/sites/bns.myspecies.info/files/membership%20form%202014.pdf
http://www.bristolwalkfest.com/
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SOCIETY ITEMS 
 

SOCIETY MID - WEEK WALK      Contents / Diary       

Thursday, 4th May  

DOLEBURY WARREN, 3½ miles 

Meet at the Crown Inn, Churchill (ST446595, BS25 5PP), at 10am from where we walk to 
Churchill Crossroads and the start of the walk. 

This is a pleasant walk, gently up the side of the Dolebury Iron age fort, gently across the 
sides of steep woodland until we reach a magnificent beech ‘cathedral’ or avenue from 
where we turn and cross the richly floriferous grassland of the fort itself and then descend 
steeply to Dolebury Bottom and thence to the unpretentiously rural Crown Inn, for 
refreshments.   There is the possibility of a muddy patch before we get into the wood if 
there has been recent heavy rain but otherwise ordinary stout footwear will be adequate on 
this interesting walk. Car-sharing is recommended. 

Tony Smith, telephone: 0117 9656566; email: zikadens@blueyonder.co.uk  
 
The next walk is scheduled for Thursday, 1

st
 June to Collard Hill for Butterflies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWNS WALKS IN MAY,  WITH RICHARD BLAND  
I am leading a series of four walks on the Downs in May, as part of the Bristol Walking 
Festival, and they are also advertised to members of the Friends of the Downs. They will 
all start at 10am and last a maximum of two hours. There is no charge, but numbers are 
limited: Book via e-mail to rlbland673@gmail.com or phone to 0117 968 1061.  

Monday May 1, 10.00 Meet at Sea Walls. We will walk round to the start of the 18
th
 

century Inclined Plane, walk down it and return. It is an important and largely unknown 
industrial archaeology site. I will comment on trees, plants and birds.  

Thursday May 4 10.00 Meet at the Café. We will walk the Via Julia, the M4 of its day, and 
return via the 18

th
 century toll road abandoned in 1750. On the way we will look at the 

meadows, and the trees. 

Saturday May 6 10.00  Meet on the Promenade opposite the top of Percival Road. We 
will walk down the ancient track known as The Mousehole to the bottom of Bridge Valley 
Road, and back up one of the greatest roads in Bristol built by John Loudon McAdam in 
1822. We will look at the trees on the way. 

Saturday May 27 10.00 am Meet at Sea walls. We will walk down the Gully, and talk 
about the 1875 Railway and the 1962 Northern Stormwater Interceptor, as well as 
examining the impact of the Goats.  
 
Full details of Bristol Walk Fest’s 140+ walks, 27 April - 31 May: www.bristolwalkfest.com  
  

mailto:zikadens@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:rlbland673@gmail.com
http://www.bristolwalkfest.com/
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JOINT BNS/UNIVERSITY BIODIVERSITY EVENTS  Contents / Diary       
ourteen students, BNS members, alumni and members of the public met at the 
private, historic setting of Goldney on an April morning of sun and clear blue skies.  
In the wake of the event’s popularity last year, the University imposed a limit  on 

numbers but there was no reduction in the pleasure expressed by attendees. 
Immediately on entering the small walled garden that acts as an entrance foyer to the l0 

acres of varied habitat beyond, we found Red-tailed Bumblebees tending the abundant 
bluebells despite the early chill and heard the unmistakable drumming of the Great spotted 
woodpecker with a distant response.  It set the scene for a delightful stroll as we compared 

and contrasted the song of the wistful Robin, strident 
Wren and bubbling Dunnock - an exercise we repeated 
amongst the blossom of Cherry, Magnolia and 
Paulownia for an eclectic mix of avian families from Tit 
to Corvid.  Two ‘stars of the show’ emerged as the 
piercing call of the Nuthatch heralded a stellar 
performance of skilled branch creeping, not much 
higher than eye level, immediately in front of the group 
and, not to be outdone, the woodpecker re-appeared 
shortly after, with its own trunk-circling display and 

drumming expertise.  This was a great morning spent with interesting people who engaged 
fully in the discovery of all aspects of the natural world they saw and heard around them.  
 

BIODIVERSITY EVENTS FOR MAY 
All biodiversity meetings have a theme but, as good naturalists, all items of interest from 
the natural world encountered during events will be incorporated into the meeting.   Unless 
specified, all meetings will be at University sites not open to the public.   

All members welcome but booking essential.  Contact Lesley Cox on 
07786 437528 or e-mail: secretary@bristolnats.org.uk 
 

MOTH TRAPPING           Friday, 5th May 
N.B.  Bring a torch   21:00 
Many moths are drawn to lights, so this becomes a simple method through which night 
flying species on the wing at any one time can be seen.   Join us to see which species you 
can identify and learn the identity of those you can’t. 
 

‘EARLY’ MORNING BIRD SONG    Saturday, 6th May 07:30 
This is a second opportunity to enjoy some (relatively) early bird song and learn how to 
identify it, this time in a different location.   
 

TREE GAZING      at the Royal Fort   Tuesday, 9th May, 12:30 
The site of Bristol’s fortification strong point during the Civil War now hosts an enviable 
collection of trees.  Learn something of their history and folklore as you identify these 
beautiful natural structures. 
 

INSECT NETTING     Sunday, 14th May, 14:00 
This event turned up some brilliant specimens last year including a super bright, freshly 
emerged Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator) mating blues (Polyommatus icarus) micro 
moths and a Nationally Notable beetle (Chrysolina oricalcia) feeding on umbellifers.  Join 
us to see what we can find this year. 
 
 

N.B. All members welcome but booking essential.  See details above. 
  

F 

Photo © L Cox 
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ROGERõS NOTES        Contents / Diary       
 

 

It’s not too soon to think about June! 
Summer is creeping up on us, and with the start of summer comes our yearly appearance 

at the Festival of Nature (9-11 June).  There have been several changes this year, but 

as far as the bit I deal with, little has changed: 
 
Could I please ask you to consider volunteering to ‘wave the flag’ for the society? 
  
As a guide, let us say that there are 7 ‘slots’: 
  

1 Friday 9
th
 before 15:00–16:00 or so?  Preparation.  We put up our display ready for 

a clean start the next morning.  I will be there. 
2 Saturday 10

th
 10:00-13:00  Please be on-site by 10:00, possibly earlier 

3 Saturday 10
th
 12:30-15:30 At least two needed to provide lunch cover 

4 Saturday 10
th
 15:00-18:00  Please do not leave the stand unattended until 18:00 

5 Sunday 11
th
 10:00-13:00  Please be on-site by 10:00, possibly earlier 

6 Sunday 11
th
 12:30-15:30 At least two needed to provide lunch cover 

7 Sunday 11
th
 15:00-18:00  Please do not start to dismantle our display until 17:00.  I 

will be there. 
  

This is not set in stone.  If you can do a longer stint, that is all to the good.  If you can only 
spare a couple of hours, this is also helpful, particularly around lunchtimes.  If you can do 
several slots, wonderful!  The aim is to have, at minimum, two people on the stand at all 
times.  Particular times of need are lunchtimes, and slot 7, to help take down the display. 
  
Contact me on 01454 294371 (there is an answerphone), or roger.steer@winpenny.org.uk 
. 

Roger Steer 
 

 

 
 

PHENOLOGY  
arch was two degrees warmer than last year, the warmest since 2012, and the 
thirty year March average (the March climate) has finally managed to struggle back 
to what it was last in 1958. Rainfall was just below average, but the last twelve 

months have been the driest since 1996. The early part of the month was dull but in the 
end total Sunshine was very close to normal.  

By the end of the month some 40 species had come into flower, above the average of 
28, but below two previous early springs of 2007, 46 species, and 2014, 51 species. There 
were six days with a temperature of 16C and no frosts.  Some 40% of First Flower dates 
were within a week of average, 40% were early and just 20% were late. This makes the 
point that every species reacts in its own way to the impact of weather. On average, most 
spring species have a range of over 40 days between their earliest and latest First 
Flowering date. Celandine has a range of 12 weeks, and Perennial Wallflower sixteen 
weeks, whereas Crocus only varies by five weeks. 

Richard Bland  

 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to new member of BNS:  Ms. Sarah Kitching  
 

  

M 

mailto:roger.steer@winpenny.org.uk
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A  NEW AVON FLORA     Contents / Diary                  
In 2000 the Bristol Environmental Record Centre published a 1km square flora of the 

region based upon the hard work of many observers. Since then thousands more records 

have accumulated, many of them confirming the status of plants in a square, others adding 

to the data. BRERC plans to use this information, together with new observations, to 

produce an updated flora. A priority list of squares that need further survey work has been 

created, and volunteers are needed to visit the sites and record on a tick list the species 

they find. Many of these squares are missing very common species that were simply 

missed last time - and there are a number of quite common species that were clearly 

under-counted last time.  

I would be grateful if anyone willing to take on a few squares this season would contact 

me, telling me what area would be convenient for them. I will send them details of squares 

that need attention in their area, and send a form by e-mail to download, or a paper copy 

for those without computer access.  

Richard Bland 0117 968 1061 rlbland673@gmail .com 
 

 

 
 

SOCIETY WALK REPORT   Contents / Diary 
 

The Lost Joke and the wet wood; the walk at Nunney, Thursday, 6
th

 April. 
here was much to see on this walk of two halves, and a bit extra if you’re going to 
see the point of the joke. The three fields on the first leg were typical, with masses of 
the brightest and most beautiful spring dandelions, and among the florets were many 

tiny pollen beetles, head down in the depths, but often their place was taken by tiny flies 
supping at the rich nectar supply. Hoverflies and butterflies were also frequently seen 
searching for this same ambrosia. Flowering over most of the year this bane of the farmer 
and gardener alike is an essential member at the base of the food chain. The bank of the 
lane leading to the Nunney Brook was rich with Greater Stitchwort, Ground Ivy and Dog’s 
Mercury. Growing from between the bricks of the bridge crossing the brook is Greater 
Celandine and nearby was a single plant of the Giant Hogweed, sharper-lobed leaved and 
paler with a very shiny surface compared with our native Hogweed which was dotted 
about. The woodland of Nunney Combe was glistening with the heart-shaped leaves of 
Lesser Celandine in their millions, with swathes of Wood Anemone, some with a surprising 
grey-pink flush to the white petals, some early Bluebells and the remains of the previously 
abundant primroses. Dotted here and there, especially nearer the water, were curious tiny 

green flowers on wire-thin green stalks. These are Moschatel, 
commonly known as ‘Town Hall Clock’ (see photo) with four 
flowers to the four points of the compass and another on top. 
They hide among other plants since their leaves divide as 
finger-like as Wood Anemones and soon will be gone. But 
before descending to the brook the eminent ornithologists and 
lichenologists, Brenda, Clive, Maggie, Jane and Mike the 
leader were invited to see the recycled Sun Inn, a mere 500 
metres up the hill. The inn is now a private residence but it is 

possible to make out, under a coat of thick yellow paint, the former name; next door is 
another residence with the inconfusible name, Moon Out.  
A long list of birds, including a brightly coloured Yellow Hammer which had obligingly 
waited on the Sun Inn detour from the time of the recce, was produced, as was a good list 
of the flora.   

Most sincere go thanks to Mike Townsend who volunteered at short notice to lead this 
walk on account of the indisposition of Tony Smith. 
 

 
 

 

 

T 

Photo © Mike Townsend 
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This month’s Poem, from Tony Smith: 
Springshine 

It’s a lazy daze in the haze of the garden; 
The sun suddenly strong, pours in like warmth filling up a bowl. 

We loll in it gently, let it lap at legs and arms. 
What bliss is this after six months of cold! 

Air is light, and bright, and floats in eddies benign and kind. 
Even, in this warmth, we go barefoot for now, padding in the kitchen 

To make cold drinks with clinks of ice and straws! 
 

It will not last or hold in these old northern climes 
But for now one can believe – if not too great a fool – 

That life is deep-down good, happy like a paddling pool. 
 
 

 

 

 

By Mark Hamilton; from ñIn Badockôs Woodò, 2016 
 

  

READING GROUP / BOOK CLUB 
 

The Reading Group welcomes new members 
 

Contact: Tony Smith 0117 965 6566 zikadens@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 

Currently we are reading The Serengeti Rules by Sean B Carroll. 

Contact the above for details of meeting places and times 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:zikadens@blueyonder.co.uk');return%20false;
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LIBRARY  

HON. LIBRARIAN:  Jim Webster   jim.bnslibrarian@gmail.com. 
BNS Library at Bristol City Museum & Art Gallery, BS8 1RL. 
Open: Wed. 1.15pm-2.15pm, Sat. 10.15am-12.15pm.                 Contents / Diary       
NB: closed Saturdays associated with Christmas, New Year or Easter Bank holidays. 

Committee member on duty: 0117 922 3651 (library opening hours). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Access to the Society’s Proceedings and Nature in Avon online 
We are grateful to the Biodiversity Heritage Library and its participating institutions (Harvard and the Natural History 
Museum in particular) for digitising our Proceedings and Nature in Avon without charge and making them publicly 
available.  To access them you can google “Biodiversity Heritage Library” and use the search facilities, or you can go 

direct to our own index pages at: http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/98898#/summary (for the Proceedings, i.e. 
up to 1993); and http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/99328#/summary (for Nature in Avon, from 1994 to date) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Books for Sale. 
The library has 12 early New Naturalists volumes for sale to members. They are volumes 
that previous members have left us, and that we already have copies of. They are volumes 
1, 2, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 16, 19, 20, 21 and 28. There are also seven volumes of a part work of 
the 1970s called an Encyclopaedia of Birds.  
 For more details anyone interested should contact rlbland673@gmail.com. A donation to 
the society would be appreciated. 
 
The Library catalogue on the website.  
A list of 1500 books available from the library is available on our website.  To find it click on 
Library on the home page. Below the introduction is a note that reads “Click here” to 
browse a list of titles. 
Click on this and a database of 1500 books comes up. They list Author, Title, and the 
section- Botany, Geology, Ornithology etc. Unfortunately they can’t be searched on line, 
merely browsed through, but the whole list can be copied and downloaded on to excel and 
then sorted in any way you wish.  
 
Entry procedure.  The museum has done some streamlining of staff in view of the current 
financial crisis. If you have been to the library before, the procedure has not changed: go 
into the museum, up the stairs and down to the locked door where you ring the buzzer, and 
the Librarian on duty will open the door for you. If you have not used the Library before the 
Museum 0fficer on duty can ring through to the Librarian on duty, who will come down to let 
you in. Anyone needing help with the stairs should also ring through. Note that when on 
duty the librarian can be contacted in the Library on  0117 922 3651. 
 
Book of the Month. The Bluestone Enigma by B John. This book is catalogued under 
Geology, but seeks an explanation for an archaeological enigma. It examines the question 
of how the so-called Bluestones of Stonehenge were transported from their site of origin in 
mid Wales to Stonehenge. The author re-examines the nature of the ice-sheet at the peak 
of the last ice-age 18,000 years ago, and its movement as it slowly melted. His conclusion 
is that the Bluestones were moved by the ice sheet, and were part of an assembly of solid 
rocks derived from the Welsh mountains deposited over Wiltshire by the melting ice. The 
builders of ritual stone circles, like the later builders of churches, sought the best stone 
they could get from as local a source as possible, and had no idea of its origin.  
 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:jim.bnslibrarian@gmail.com
http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/98898#/summary
http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/99328#/summary
mailto:rlbland673@gmail.com
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BOTANY SECTION 
PRESIDENT:- Vacant      Contents / Diary       

HON. SEC:- Clive Lovatt 07 851 433 920 (clivemlovatt@gmail.com) 
 

 

FIELD MEETINGS – Discovering the wild plants of the Bristol Region  
We will hold one or two field meetings of our own each month in the Bristol region from 
April to September.  Our meetings tend to concentrate on Bristolôs green spaces and with 
an occasional foray into urban botany.  We also hold some meetings in conjunction with 
the Somerset Rare Plants Group and the Plant Group of the Gloucestershire Naturalistsô 
Society and those meetings are more likely to include botanical recording for Atlas 2020, 
organised by the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland.  
 

AVONMOUTH  Saturday 20 May, 2.30 pm 
Clive Lovatt                                   
Our second field meeting of the year will be a óPot Luckô meeting ï where precisely we go 
will depend on what looks best during the week. Meet at ST521784 on Avonmouth Way 
beside St Brendanôs Roundabout.    

First we can look at roadside halophytes and see if Tall Ramping-fumitory Fumaria 
bastardii (not known in Gloucestershire outside Avonmouth) is still there and in flower.  
Then we can move through the Trading Estates in search of recently disturbed ground and 
weeds and some of the alien plants Avonmouth was famous for.  Then thereôs a footpath 
nearby across an undeveloped traditional landscape of fields, rhines and droves, and a 
brownfield area with a species mix you wonôt find in the National Vegetation Classification.    
 

On Sunday 21 May  botanists are invited to join Tony Smithôs entomological 
meeting  near Nailsea (see Invertebrate Section, page 14).  
 

Our June meeting will be on Thursday 15 June at 7pm on Novers Common , 

South Bristol led by Helena Crouch.  
 

OTHER FIELD MEETINGS  
Saturday 6 May 2017.  Brean Down.  A Somerset Rare Plants Group meeting with the 
Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society.  Contact the leader Simon Leach to 
see if any non-member places are available Simonleach@phonecoop.coop or Liz 
McDonnell for membership (£8). lizmcdonnell2005@gmail.com.  
 

Thursday 18 May 2017.   St Briavels and Slade Bottom.   
A Gloucestershire Naturalistsô Society Plant Group meeting to which BNS members are 
welcome - contact clivemlovatt@gmail.com.  We should be able to visit St Briavels Castle 
and see the tufa formation at Slade Brook SSSI.  Meet at Forestry Commission Car Park at 
11am at Tiddenham Chase SO558993/GL15 6PT to consolidate before moving on.   
 

BOTANICAL NOTES         Contents / Diary             

MEETING REPORTS 
CHELVEY, NEAR NAILSEA led by David Hawkins Sunday 9 April 
Our first field meeting of the year was on a sunny afternoon and eight of us explored the lanes, 

footpaths and ditches of a delightfully rural square (ST4668) with very few post-2000 botanical 
records.  The old churchyard itself was disappointing (no Hoary Plantain, (Plantago media) or 
wall ferns).  Ultimately, we recorded 188 species, including seven species of Speedwell which 

mailto:clivemlovatt@gmail.com
mailto:Simonleach@phonecoop.coop
mailto:lizmcdonnell2005@gmail.com
mailto:clivemlovatt@gmail.com
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was a fantastic outcome so early in the season.  Most of the 194 species on BRERC’s online 
database were re-recorded, with a few such as Cyperus Sedge (Carex pseudocyperus) 
requiring a later visit to see if they remain.   

The Flora of the Bristol Region shows most of the 15 dots on the map for Thick-leaved 
stonecrop (Sedum dasyphyllum) near Nailsea. It is particularly fond of old mortared walls and 
tends to disappear as they are re-pointed, so as we crossed a stile onto the road we were 
delighted to see it as only the second post-2000 record for the hectad. So was Black 
Spleenwort, (Asplenium adiantum-nigrum) showing as occasional bright green fresh fronds in 
the roadside hedgerows.   

Last year’s spikes of Ivy Broomrape (Orobanche hederae) were also in the hedgerow in one 
place. It is very much a plant of modern North Somerset and Bristol, with only two records in 
Bath and NE Somerset, and a few in Somerset, mostly around Cheddar.  We had been looking 
closely at the ivies and there was Irish Ivy (Hedera hibernica) here, distinguished by its brownish 

appressed stellate hairs below the new leaves – like dead spiders as one of us remarked. 
Common Ivy (Hedera helix) has white ascending stellate hairs and was more widespread in this 
square.  

Similarly, it was really good to look at the differences (and similarities!) between Common 
Chickweed (Stellaria media) in disturbed ground and Greater Chickweed (S. neglecta) in the 
hedgerows of the old lanes.  We are sure the latter is under-recorded, as is Narrow-leaved 

Meadow-grass (Poa angustifolia) – partly because its leaves look like Red Fescue and its 
inflorescence is like the more common Smooth Meadow-grass.  It can grow in places where 
both occur but bridges over railways are good places to look – and there we found it.  

Thanks to David for devising and leading an interesting and varied walk to start the BNS 
botany walks season, and to Helena Crouch for looking after the recording card and distributing 
a report on the botanical highlights of the meeting.  If you want to get to know your wild plants 
round Bristol, please join us! 

       Contents / Diary             
NATURAL HISTORY OF THE PURPLE EMPEROR by Matthew Oates    Wed. 22 March 
Around 50 attended this captivating talk, including a couple of non-members who came as 
our guests from Oxford, so it was almost óstanding room onlyô. Not as many of course as 
Matthew has in a TV audience, but a record for recent meetings we have hosted.  Matthew 
described óHis Imperial Majestyô and the ópurple followersô and how he had never seen 
more than seven flying at once.  The thing is, he explained, it isnôt a flower visitor and 
although it breeds on sallow (Salix caprea and hybrids) ï hardly a conservationists 
favourite -  it turns out that the males group together nearby on the leeward side of taller 
trees such as oaks, often ones standing on a locally high point above the sallows. There, 
he anthropomorphised, they are boys behaving badly, challenging each other for space 
and even fighting off other butterflies, and birds as well.  Possibly drunk on sap, he 
thought.  It should be Englandôs national butterfly.  If only someone would invest £1.5 
million in an aerial walkway for the public to see all this, he added.  

The girls (as he put it) lack the purple scales of the males and rest on the sallows. By 
watching eggs, horned caterpillars and pupae, he has managed 94 consecutive months of 
observations on the species.  I might stop at 100, he said.  He vividly described how the 
caterpillars sit on the end of a sallow leaf and eat inwards, leaving a very characteristic 
hole in the leaf.  In autumn he can also find late-falling leaves secured to the tree with silk.  
I look forward to discovering it in the grounds of Buckingham Palace, at Morecambe Bay 
and in the Forest of Dean, he concluded.   

Matthew had on sale copies of his book published last year, In Pursuit of Butterflies.  
We obtained one for the BNS Library; it is signed and dated and inscribed “for Bristol 
naturalists present and future”.  Watch out for his book on the Purple Emperor in a few 
years’ time and see Matthewôs website http://www.thepurpleempire.com/.    
 

  

http://www.thepurpleempire.com/
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The Sandwith herbarium online        Contents / Diary             
When Noel Sandwith died in 1965 the collection of alien plants from Bristol and elsewhere 
collected by himself and his mother Cecil Sandwith was donated to Bristol University.  The 
collection, housed separately, is now in Bristol Museum.  I have a catalogue of the 1000 or 
so specimens from VCs 6 and 34.  Because Sandwith considered that Bristol had sufficient 
local plant material on hand whereas a large foreign herbarium could benefit from having 
expertly named British material to hand, the non-alien collection ended up at the National 
Museum in Holland.   This collection, of about 6,500 sheets has now been digitised and 
can be accessed at 
http://bioportal.naturalis.nl/nba/result?nba_request=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.biodiversitydata.n
l%2Fv0%2Fspecimen%2Fsearch%2F%3F_sort%3Didentifications.scientificName.fullScien
tificName%26_sortDirection%3DASC%26_maxResults%3D100%26_search%3D%2522sa
ndwith%2522%26_offset%3D0.  [Or go to http://bioportal.naturalis.nl ; enter Sandwith in 
the search box; at the foot of the resultant page is a link to the 6,445 specimens.] 

Whilst one cannot expect to find detailed localities of rare plants (this information they 
kept in a ógoldô-foil covered chocolate box which the late Professor Willis once had), there 
is certainly material of great historical interest there and there will be some surprises.  For 
example their original collection of the Adderôs-tongue Spearwort Ranunculus 
ophioglossifolius in 1926 from Inglestone Common is described in the same vague terms 
used in print, ñbetween Yate and Wotton under Edgeò, to avoid knowledge of the site 
leaking out.  In a letter they wrote to Riddelsdell, who was working on the Flora of 
Gloucestershire eventually published in 1948, Noel Sandwith explained that ñit was found 
in fair quantity in a permanent pond, much trampled by cattleò, but that ñwe also saw a very 
little in another spot close byò (quoted from the Flora).  The herbarium doesnôt tell us where 
that was (nor does their annotated copy of Whiteôs flora or the Sandwith card index) ï but 
there are two specimens and one appears to have been half eaten by a cow.  Except in 
these circumstances this would be a most unusual specimen to have retained.   
 

Spreading Meadow -grass  
No, not that one (Poa humilis), which turns out to be far more common than Adrian Grenfell 
would have imagined when he pointed it out to me in the late 1970ôs on the wall above the 
Portway beside Bridge Valley Road.  Early Meadow-grass (Poa infirma) is spreading 
around Lamplighters at Shirehampton.  I first found it there at the north end of the Local 
Nature Reserve under the Motorway Bridge a couple of years ago as the second county 
record.  It is awfully easy to find.  Go to the interpretation board.  You are standing on it. 
(N.B. The more disturbance the better.) This year it turned up almost 1km south, on the 
river end of the stony path through some land cleared when Wessex Water were putting in 
an outfall pipe.   
 

Shy Hutchinsia  
Yesterday I took a Dorset botanist to see some of the rare plants in the Avon Gorge.  In 
1978 there were over 20,000 plants of this rare annual in the Gully. Thanks to Libby 
Houstonôs directions after her 2017 search of the known sites, we were able to find 
Hutchinsia Hornungia petraea and there were just two plants.   
 

Plant records  
If you've found some interesting plants in the Bristol area, let me know.  
 

Clive Lovatt, Shirehampton, 7 April 2017 
   

 

 

 
  

http://bioportal.naturalis.nl/nba/result?nba_request=http%3A%2F%2Fapi.biodiversitydata.nl%2Fv0%2Fspecimen%2Fsearch%2F%3F_sort%3Didentifications.scientificName.fullScientificName%26_sortDirection%3DASC%26_maxResults%3D100%26_search%3D%2522sandwith%2522%26_offset%3D0
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GEOLOGY SECTION 

PRESIDENT: David Clegg    dkc42el@gmail.com  
HON. SEC.: Richard Ashley, richardwashley@gmail.com Tel: 01934 838850 
 

FIELD MEETING              Contents / diary 
 

CLEVEDON    Wednesday 31 May 2017    

Leader: Richard Ashley       7.00 pm 
This is an evening walk to look at the geology of the Clevedon Beach and the surrounding 

area. Meet on Clevedon Promenade near the steps down to the Beach. (ST 402 717). We 

will see rocks from the Devonian Carboniferous and Triassic periods with faulting and 

folding. 

 

FIELD MEETING REPORT 
LULWORTH COVE: Bath Geological Society Field Trip Saturday 8

th
 April 2017. 

embers of the BNS, WEGA and Bath GS are allowed to attend each others’ 

meetings, and many choose to do so.  On this occasion, our leader was Prof. 

Maurice Tucker of UoB, who had spoken to the BNS Geology Section in March. 

On a fine spring morning.  18 souls gathered from Bath and Bristol, with a few making a 

weekend of it.  Four of us were from the BNS (3 of whom were members of the Bristol 

Astronomical Society, and one BGS member an ex-BAS member – which must prove 

something, though I’m not sure what!). 

Over the next six hours we were taken on a fascinating tour 

of the stunning area that is and surrounds Lulworth Cove.  We 

started with Stair Hole, and viewed the magnificent sea 

arches.  Here we were introduced to the main components of 

local geology, and the difficulty of defining a change of 

geological period, when there were no fossils in the component 

laid down at that time.  The rocks are very crumpled, with 

many tight, and shattered folds.  On to the Cove itself, with 

close view of the ‘Cinder Beds’ – almost solid, fossil shells, 

providing terrific grip to walk on, but deadly if you fall.  We were 

shown the ‘Broken Beds’ – shattered rocks, caused by the erosion of lower, softer beds,  in 

a matrix.  Walking around the bay, picking our way through the masses of seasiders, we 

looked at the fossils in the almost vertical (and surprisingly hard) Chalk.  A steep climb up a 

narrow path brought us to a panoramic view of the Cove, and a little further to the Fossil 

forest – stems of cycads formed a substrate for microbial growth.  These grew to form 

large tube-like stromatolites.  Some of these resulting tubes (the cycad having decayed) 

fell over, and were sectioned by erosion, leaving what could easily be thought to be stone 

coffins.  The day finished with a view of the majestic Mupe Rocks. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank BGS for allowing us to take part, and in 

particular to Prof. Maurice Tucker for such and interesting and well prepared field trip.  I 

can recommend taking advantage of any BNS, BGS and WEGA trips that take your fancy. 

Roger Steer 
 

 

 
  

M 

Stromatolites – upright, with 

one in eroded section 

Photo © Roger Steer 

mailto:dkc42el@gmail.com
mailto:richardwashley@gmail.com


14 

 

INVERTEBRATE SECTION 
PRESIDENT:  Robert Muston    0117 924 3352     Contents / Diary       
SECRETARY: Moth Broyles   mothbroyles@gmail.com   07809 281421 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

FIELD MEETING S 
 
 
 

LEIGH WOODS 2 pm, Saturday, 6th May 
Leader: Tony Smith 
Meet in North Road (ST557730) at 2 pm looking for woodland and meadow invertebrates. 
 

 
 
BADOCK’S WOOD – Bugs & Butterlies  Sunday, 14th May 
Leaders: Nicky Davies and Tony Smith 2 pm – 3.30 pm 
This is a ‘Bugs and Butterflies’ meeting hosted by the Friends of Badock’s Wood and will 
enable BNS to share its expertise with keen local naturalists. Meet inside the Doncaster 
Road entrance (ST582780) by the mosaic pavement. 
 

 
 
GOLDEN VALLEY MEADOWS, Station Road, Nailsea   

2–5 pm, Sunday, 21st May 
This meeting is hosted by the Friends of Trendlewood Park, enabling BNS to share its 
expertise with keen local naturalists. Meet on Station Road, where it bends into a cul-de-
sac, where we can park at ST474705. (The main road continues as Nailsea Park.) There 
should be good invertebrate interest on these meadows and something for botanists, too.  
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I NVERTEBRATE NOTES FOR MAY 2017        Contents / Diary             

 
any of you may have seen the national press headlines from mid-March 
highlighting the prosecution of a Bristol man for collecting specimens of the Large 
Blue butterfly from Daneway Banks in Glos and Collard Hill in Somerset.  

Fortunately such instances are comparatively rare these days but it is disturbing to see that 
collecting of protected species does still go on and that apparently there is a market for 
selling such specimens when made to resemble Victorian specimens (presumably by using 
old pins and by forging labels to look aged or by applying real labels removed from other 
less rare species in old collections). 

As someone who works with insect collections, it is very frustrating to see these 
instances of illegal activity by those with a ‘stamp collecting’ mentality still taking place.  It 
feeds in the public an understandable mistrust of those who a) record insects in the wild by 
catching them in nets in order to get a close look at them to identify them correctly and b) 
may collect a few specimens (when legal) in order to identify those species which require 
close examination and cannot be identified by any other means.  If we did not have the 
data from such accurate examination we would not be in a position to understand and 
conserve some of our rarest species. 

I don’t pretend to understand the psychology of collecting, but it is a common trait in 
humans – whether family photographs, teapots or beer mats, there are collections of 
everything.  However, in the 21

st
 C, in a first world country, where there is huge pressure 

on a declining biota, there is no moral justification for killing animals purely for the aesthetic 
pleasure of holding a collection or indeed of making a profit from their demise or for a 
curious need to hoard rarities.  But, I do support the ethical collection of invertebrate 
specimens where the resultant information is made available for conservation purposes.  
Explaining this distinction is difficult and many choose not to support collecting per se to 
avoid any possible mis-justification. 

To be clear, collecting of invertebrate specimens should only take place with the land 
owner’s permission and no legally protected species should be even touched without a 
licence.  The long term future of such legal collections can be enhanced by donating them 
to public museums where they can be referred to and utilised for research. 

Ray Barnett 05/04/17 
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ORNITHOLOGY SECTION 
PRESIDENT:-  Giles Morris, 01275 373917 danesmorris@btinternet.com    
HON SEC.:-   Lesley Cox  07786 437528  fledglingnat@icloud.com         Contents / Diary       

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

May is the third month of spring bringing with it a sensuous combination of maturity and freshness.  It 

offers the perfect opportunity to savour the air laden with myriad fragrances as aspiring naturalists, 

whether experts or beginners, young or old, seek to observe, understand and identify the living world 

surrounding us all. 
 

FIELD MEETING S 
 

FROME VALLEY       Monday, 1st May, 18:30 

Leader: Richard Bland  
This is a well-known site that is perfect for all members on an evening stroll to take in the 

diversity of a riparian site.  We shall walk through the tree-

lined gorge of the River Frome, identifying everything of 

interest encountered whilst focusing on the bird song and 

calls heard and hoping to see the Dippers, Grey Wagtails 

and perhaps, the Kingfisher.  The walk is on a paved path 

and is suitable for any beginners or old hands who might 

like to join us.     

Visitors are welcome.  Meet at the Snuff Mills car park 

off Broom Hill Road in Stapleton.  Grid Ref: ST 6226 7650. 
  

Please contact the leader on 0117 968 1062 or rlbland673@gmail.com if you plan to 

attend. 
 

 

THE SOMERSET LEVELS            Sunday, 14th May, 10:00      

Leaders: Mike Johnson (0117 953 2545), Giles Morris (01275 373917) 
Meet at 10am at the new RSPB car park  (ST 448395).  From the middle of the village of 

Meare on the B3151 Wedmore to Glastonbury Road, take the minor road signposted 

Ashcott.  The car park is about a mile down the road on the left just after the Railway Inn 

and the bridge over the South Drain.  We will walk through parts of the RSPB Ham Wall 

Reserve and the Natural England Meare Heath Reserve looking for a full range of wetland 

species, from ducks to dragonflies, harriers to hedge sparrows and waders to wombats – 

although the latter might be a little optimistic.  All members and visitors alike are welcome 

to join us. 
 

It is essential to inform one of the leaders by the evening of Saturday, 13
th

 May if you 

are planning to attend. 

 

RSPB ARNE RESERVE   Sunday 4 June, 07:45 
An invitation from Bristol Ornithological Club 

BOC invites BNS members to join a coach trip leaving 8am from the Water Tower on the 
Downs, going to Arne. In the morning RSPB will take us to an area not open to the public; 
for the afternoon we’ll be independent on the Reserve. Return to the Water Tower around 
7pm. Cost around £16.  Anyone interested should contact the Hon. Sec. for more details. 
 

 

Grey Wagtail © John Sparks 

mailto:danesmorris@btinternet.com
mailto:fledglingnat@icloud.com
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FIELD MEETING REPORTS       Contents / Diary             
Severnside; Sunday 4

th
 March 2017 

e had a good turnout of 13 members for this walk from Severn Beach to the 
Pilning Wetlands and the weather was bright and sunny as we started. 
Before reaching the M4 Bridge our first cluster of waders was spotted on the 

rocky shoreline. The orange legs of several dozen Turnstones showed up strongly in the 
sunlight and as scopes were focused on the group, Dunlin, Ringed Plover and Redshank 
could also be picked out. A small group of Widgeon floated past on the tide. Although the 
fields north of the bridge were unusually birdless, the pill at New Passage had the 
expected high tide gathering of duck and waders, with good numbers of Dunlin, Curlew, 
Widgeon and Oystercatchers. 

Moving round to overlook the Wetlands, we were able to add a further selection of duck 
species to our list and enjoy the Meadow Pipits and numerous Pied Wagtails on the salt 
marsh. The fence behind the seawall usually provides a good perch for Stonechats, but 
this time they were a bit further along on the hedge, a pair giving good views as they 
flicked up and down from the grassy bank. 

By now the cloud had gathered and the wind picked up, so we headed back, stopping 
to admire a lone Redwing in the field behind the New Passage houses. A total of 37 
species seen and a thoroughly enjoyable walk. 

Giles Morris 
 
Wain’s Hill, Clevedon; Sunday 9

th
 April 2017 

 beautiful sunny morning greeted eight members gathering near St Andrew’s 
Church, Clevedon and our intention was to start by exploring the woods around the 
church and the Poet’s Walk. It was Palm Sunday……and St Andrew’s has a 

splendid set of bells! Moving earlier than intended towards the top of Wain’s Hill, we 
enjoyed a Wren in the graveyard whose vibrant song was almost a match for the bells and 
a Holly Blue on the patches of Red Campion. 

On the ridge path we began to hear and see more birds, with Willow Warblers and 
Chiff-chaffs in evidence, in fact the number of them in the scrub along the cliff top 
suggested that there had been an influx overnight. We had been tipped-off about possible 
Tree Pipits on the hill, but despite glimpses of likely suspects among the bushes, nothing 
showed long enough to be confirmed. At this point our attention turned to a greenish finch 
on the path in front of us. Initial ID of Greenfinch was quickly revised when it turned to 
show a strongly streaked back and some aberrant white feathers in its wing and tail. 
Discussion of Siskin or Serin brought out the field guides and eventually a tentative 
suggestion of Canary was given more weight when the bird stayed put on the path as a 
woman walked past within inches. Its tameness strongly suggested an escaped cage-bird, 
but it had given us an interesting few minutes of puzzling. 

Our walk continued down to the pumping-station and then up the path by the Blind Yeo. 
Although most of the hoped for early migrants failed to show, we had good views and song 
from a fair variety of species, in particular Linnet, Greenfinch, courting House Sparrows 
and displaying Buzzards. Brimstone and Orange-Tip butterflies were enjoyed, a mystery 
rodent (young rat?) observed and a passing Peregrine provided a dashing finale. 

A most enjoyable spring morning – and the mystery tree was, I think, a White Poplar. 
Giles Morris 
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ORNITHOLOGY RECENT NEWS     Contents / Diary       
arch is often an exciting month as some of the early summer migrants really start 
to arrive. Chiffchaffs are always the first but being sure the bird is a genuine newly 
arrived migrant rather than a local wintering bird is not always easy. If the bird 

appears for the first time on your regular patch when there have been no wintering birds 
then it's a fair bet it's come from at least a reasonable distance. There is always the issue 
of secretive or elusive wintering birds tempted into song by a nice sunny morning and 
making themselves known for the first time. Apart from actual ringing recoveries I find the 
appearance of multiple birds with rather spiky looking matted feathers around the front of 
the face is the most convincing evidence of immigration in this species. Research carried 
out at Portland Bird Observatory in Dorset found pollen from 19 plant species on 
species such as Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler, with the most coming from Eucalyptus and 
citrus plants. Presumably the birds were picking this pollen up at around the Mediterranean 
where these species are common and are often alive with insects while in flower. 

In terms of rarities another warbler found in Kingsgate Park in Yate on the morning of 
25th was the highlight of the month. Iberian Chiffchaff breeds in parts of Spain and 
Portugal and is a relatively recent split from Common Chiffchaff. Identification on plumage 
and structure alone is not currently thought to be safe, although Iberians tend to have a 
yellower wash to the face and vent, a stronger yellower supercilium (with less of a white 
eye ring), greener upperparts and slightly longer primary projection than Common (in some 
of these respects a bit like Willow Warbler). But the typical song and call are rather 
different and this was what alerted the finder to this bird. The classic song is in three parts 
and might be rendered chiff chiff chiff chiff weet weet diditdiditdidit, and variations thereof. 
The two species are closely related and there is limited hybridisation as well as variation in 
song, mimicry and mixed singing, which can cause many identification headaches. The 
Yate bird remained until 26th and its song was recorded so we will as always await BBRC's 
decision, but if accepted this will be the first for Avon. 
 

 

John Martin 
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MISCELLANY 
 
 

 

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL BOTANIC GARDEN 
The Holmes, Stoke Park Rd, Stoke Bishop, BS9 1JG.   

Booking: 0117 331 4906. www.bristol.ac.uk/botanic-garden 
Email: botanic-gardens@bristol.ac.uk  

     Contents / Diary       

 

Sunday 21 May Fascination of Plants Day  
Thursday 25 May Annals of Botany lecture Dr. Natasha de Vere, Head of Science, 
National Botanic Garden of Wales, will be talking about research to understand wild 
pollinator foraging.  
For further information: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/botanic-garden 
 

Ed Drewitt on the Bristol Ferry Boat – 20 May and 2 Sept. 
On Saturday 20th May (11.40am) Ed Drewitt will be showing people wildlife from a Bristol 

Ferry Boat as it travel downs the Avon Gorge - a wonderful way to experience the journey 

from the docks to the River Severn. A chance to see nesting grey herons, peregrines, 

ravens, redshanks, roe deer, foxes and beautiful landscapes. To book or find out more 

contact the Bristol Ferry Boat Company,   0117 927 3416 / www.bristolferry.com. The next 

one after this is Saturday 2nd September at 2.25pm.  

 

Windmill Hill City Farm, WILD OUTDOORS DAY, Sat. 13 May  Philip St., BS3 4EA   

Tel: 0117 9633252   www.windmillhillcityfarm.org.uk   info@windmillhillcityfarm.org.uk                      
 
 

 

 
 

 

Avon Gorge & Downs Wildlife Project  Contents / diary 
Booking and further information: Contact the Project on 0117 903 0609 or e-
mail mleivers@bristolzoo.org.uk. Pre-booking essential for all events. 
Details of meeting points are given on booking. 
 

 

 

 
 

Sun. 14 May, 9.45-12.45. UPS & DOWNS IN THE AVON 

GORGE (BS Walk Fest walk).  Discover wildlife & history of the 

Gorge & Downs. Meander through meadows, wander along 

the majestic gorge then back up through the goat-browsed 

Gully to Seawalls. You must be well shod and fit for very steep 

slopes & steps. Led jointly by Friends of the Downs & Avon 

Gorge and Avon Gorge & Downs Wildlife Project.  Book as usual – NO CHARGE. 

Sun. 21 May.  SINGING IN THE SUMMER (Walk).  Celebrate the season through song on 

a harmonious stroll on the Downs with Nicola Ramsden and Helen Adshead. Along the 

way they’ll teach us beautiful songs inspired by the wildlife that lives here.   2-4pm   £5. 

Fri. 26 May  MUSIC WITH MUMMY on the Downs (Event for 15 months to 4 year olds) 

Let’s make some melodious music in the meadow on the Downs. Decorate and play a 

shaker, sing, dance and meet some wildlife puppets with Fiona from Music with Mummy 

(daddy, granny or any other responsible adults are allowed!). 10 – 11am   £4 per child 

Thu. 1 June.  BRILLIANT BUTTERFLIES (Children’s event for 8 – 12 year olds).  Did 

you know butterflies taste with their feet? Discover their world during a morning butterfly 

spotting on the Downs. In the afternoon create your own caterpillar or butterfly sock 

puppet.  Drop off children 10am; pick them up  3.30pm.  £15 per child  
 

 

 
 

 

  

Photo: © Phil Jearey 
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Early birders at a Bristol 
University site (see page 5), 
apparently undisturbed by a 
threatening Hercules.   
Photo © Lesley Cox 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moschatel –  
aka ‘Town Hall Clock’,  
(see Walk Report, p7) 
Photo © Mike Townsend 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Barnacle Goose, Blagdon 
Lake, 25 March 2017  

Photo © Steve Hale 


