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Diary of events      Back to contents       
 

Council usually meets on the first Wednesday of each month. If you plan to attend please 

check date & time with the Hon. Sec. (from whom minutes are available to members). Any 
member can attend, but must give advance notice if wishing to speak.  

 

Visitors & guests are welcome, free, at our meetings.  If contact details are given, please 

contact the leader beforehand, and make yourself known on arrival.  We hope you will 
enjoy the meeting, and consider joining the Society.   To join, visit https://bristolnats.org.uk  
and click on membership.  Members are members of ALL the sections. 
  

 

OCTOBER 2018  
Sun 7 Sand Point Ornithology 10:00 page 12 
Wed 10 Cirl Bunting of Labrador Bay Ornithology 19:30 page 12 
Fri 12 Bat Detection BNS/Univ 19:00 page 4 
Sun 14 Migration Watch Ornithology 07:30 page 12 
Wed 17 Winter Lecture: Lost World of Jurassic Sea Lilies Society 19:30 page 4 
Wed 24 Plant identification Workshop Botany 19:30 page 6 
 

NOVEMBER 2018  
Wed 21 Winter Lecture: The Best Kept Secret for Wildlife Watching. 
Wed 28 Dino Zelenka talk Botany 19:30 page 6 
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTERE ST  
October Mendip Rocks Festival continues Geology  page 9 
Sun 7 Oct Urban botany in Frome SRPG     page 6 
Sat 13 Oct Burrington Combe Mendip Rocks 14:00  page 9 
Sun 14 Oct Somerset Coal Field walk Mendip Rocks 13:00  page 9 
Tue 16 Oct Batts Combe Quarry Mendip Rocks  10:00/14:00  p9 
Wed 17 Oct Charles Moore & his Fossils BRLSI 19:30 page 10 
Thu 18 Oct Halecombe Quarry Mendip Rocks  10:00/14:00  p9 
Sat 27 Oct ‘Last week hunt’ SRPG  page 6 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

Newly published 
Geological Sites of the Bristol Region (part sponsored by the BNS) has been published; 
get your copy direct from BRERC (see the BRERC website for details) or from the Bristol  
Museum & Art Gallery shop (£19.50p). 
 

 
 

THE BULLETIN  
On behalf of Council, may I thank all the stalwart members who spent time and effort 

thinking about the issues we raised in relation to the Bulletin and who committed their 

thoughts to Paper.   More information next month, meanwhile enjoy your October copy. 
  

Nature in Avon 2018 
What a wonderful summer! Hopefully everyone has some good photos – Reports and 

Short Notes are invited for this year’s Nature in Avon. 

Deadline 31 March 2019.             Please send to dee.holladay@tiscali.co.uk 

https://bristolnats.org.uk/
mailto:dee.holladay@tiscali.co.uk
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SOCIETY ITEMS 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

SOCIETY Winter Lectures        Contents / Diary 

 
This month sees the return of our Winter Talks Programme containing a range of topics to 
interest, inform and enjoy.  We shall be meeting at Westbury Methodist Church, 
Westbury Hill, BS9 3AA, on the third Wednesday of each month from October to 
March.  Please make a note in your diary to join us. 
 

SOCIETY LECTURE 
THE LOST WORLD of JURASSIC SEA LILIES 
Speaker: Dr. Aaron Hunter   7.30pm, Wednesday 17th October 
Post Doctoral Researcher, Universities of Cambridge and Western Australia 

 
Stalked crinoids or sea lilies are marine animals, which were once very common in the 
seas of the ancient world, being commonplace in the shallow seas of the Jurassic.  Today 
however, they are living fossils found only deep in the oceans (>200m) where their body 
plan is remarkably unchanged.  The community structure and ecology of these animals is 
still not fully understood especially as they typically fragment before being preserved.  I will 
be presenting research on how new discoveries have increased our knowledge of the 
shallow water Jurassic world these crinoids inhabited.  This includes looking at the floating 
wood raft communities of South West England and Germany, the shallow water interior 
Seaway of the Jurassic Cotswolds and how micro crinoids from a muddy sea floor of 
Poland are changing the way we understand evolution.  Finally, we will look at the Marine 
Mesozoic Revolution and how these animals migrated to deep water, with new research 
from Antarctica and Australia changing our view of this migration.  
See Cover picture: Geological Time Spiral 

 

JOINT BNS / UNIVERSITY BIODIVERSITY PROGRAMME 
This programme seeks to showcase the range of species that can be found within the 
extensive and varied University grounds and estates, most of which are not open to the 
public, and seeks to improve and extend identification skills.  Events are led by Bristol 
Naturalists’ Society specialists and are aimed at University staff, students, alumni and 
interested members of the public with some free places reserved for BNS members.  
Each meeting has a theme but all items of interest to the naturalist will be identified and 
discussed.  Meetings offer an excellent opportunity for beginners and experts alike. 
 

BAT DETECTION Friday, 12th October 
At a private University site   7:00 p.m. 
Booking is essential.   Please contact Lesley on secretary@bristolnats.org.uk 

This is a great opportunity to mingle with a number of different species of this 
marvellous mammal and to learn much more about them.  There is something truly magical 
and otherworldly about these fascinating little animals so it is quite a privilege to be able to 
spend time watching their precision flight patterns and, with the help of technology, 
listening to their ‘language’ of echolocation.  Dress appropriately for the weather including 
sensible footwear and please bring a torch; other equipment will be supplied. 

mailto:secretary@bristolnats.org.uk
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NATTY NEWS                                         Contents / Diary       
 

The Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus): A study published in Scientific Reports 8: Article 
Number, 12156 (2018) by Williams et al, involved personnel from a number of respected, 
relevant organisations and it looked at hedgehog occupancy in England and Wales.  The 
study suggested that, agricultural landscapes have become increasingly intensively 
managed resulting in population declines across a broad range of taxa, including 
insectivores such as the hedgehog.  Hedgehog declines have also been attributed to an 
increase in the abundance of badgers (Meles meles), an intraguild predator (i.e., a 
predator that eliminates a potential competitor for its food, in this case, various 
invertebrates).  The status of hedgehogs across the rural landscape at large spatial scales 
was, however, unknown so for this study, so the researchers used footprint-tracking 
tunnels to conduct the first national survey of rural hedgehog populations in England and 
Wales.  Single and two-species occupancy modelling was used to quantify hedgehog 
occupancy in relation to habitat and predator covariates.  Results showed that hedgehog 
occupancy was low (22% nationally), and significantly negatively related to badger sett 
density and positively related to the built environment but hedgehogs were also absent 
from 71% of sites that had no badger setts. The results provide the first field based 

national survey of hedgehogs, providing a robust baseline for future monitoring. 
 

Bumblebees could be showing signs of addiction according to a team from Imperial 

College London and Queen Mary University London.  The suggestion is not new but lead 
researcher, Dr. Richard Gill from the Dept. of Life Sciences explains that, in this study, 
bumblebees were offered a choice of food which more realistically reflected the real 
situation in nature and found that, ‘...naive bees appear to avoid neonicotinoid-treated food.  
However, as individual bees increasingly experienced the treated food, they developed a 
preference for it.  Neonicotinoids target nerve receptors in insects that are similar to 
receptors targeted by nicotine in mammals. Read more in, ‘Foraging bumblebees acquire a 
preference for neonicotinoid-treated food with prolonged exposure, by Andres Arce, et al., 
in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 2018; Vol. 285, Issue 1885. 
 

New species: A team of 40 scientists from 17 different nations, including Dr Alan 

Jamieson and Dr Thomas Linley from Newcastle University has discovered a wealth of 
information about life in one of the deepest places on earth, the Atacama Trench.  The 
discoveries include three new species of Snailfish.  Temporarily affectionately known as 
the pink, blue and purple Atacama Snailfish, the team filmed the fish feeding on provided 
bait 7,500 metres (or approximately 24,600 feet) below the surface. The gelatinous 
structure of the Snailfish means they are perfectly adapted to living at extreme pressure 
and the hardest structures in their bodies are the bones in their inner ear, which give them 
balance, and their teeth. Without the extreme pressure and cold to support their bodies 
they are extremely fragile and melt rapidly when brought to the surface.  Newcastle 
University scientists and engineers have been pioneering technology for the exploration of 
these ultra-deep environments for the last five years and have to date completed nearly 
250 deployments of their novel 'lander' systems.  You can watch brilliant footage of the 
Snailfish and some rare footage of long-legged isopods, known as Munnopsids, which are 
about the size of an adult hand by copying this into your search engine.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txSOP_9yLCI&feature=youtu.be 
The Munnopsids walk on the seabed in a manner reminiscent of some spiders but to swim, 
the animal turns on its back and paddles. 
 

Partial Avian Migration: See, Townsend et al, in AUK 2018, Vol. 135 (4). 
Marine Conservation: See, Harrison et al, in Nature Ecology and Evolution, Sept 2018. 
Mammal Social Learning: See, Jesmer et al, in Science, 2018, Sept 6

th
.  
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BOTANY SECTION 
PRESIDENT:- Clive Lovatt 07 851 433 920 (clivemlovatt@gmail.com)      Contents / Diary       
HON. SEC:- David Hawkins   ecoteric@googlemail.com  

 

FIELD MEETINGS  

I NDOOR MEETINGS  
Indoor meetings are held from October to March on the 4th Wednesday in the month at 
7.30pm - 9.30pm in the Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church, Westbury Hill, BS9 3AA.  
The church is on a bus route and has a free public car park beside it.   

PLANT IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP 
BNS Botany Committee and members  Wed. 24 October, 7.30 pm 
For the fourth annual late-season plant identification workshop, please bring your autumn 
plants or other botanical items to talk about or display and we will have another evening of 
shared knowledge and learning.  It will be helpful if you let Clive know in advance what 
subject you wish to cover.  Bring a hand lens and your favourite ID books along too.   
 

Advance notice of indoor meetings  
Wednesday 28 November : Dino Zelenika spoke briefly to BNS at a recent AGM and the 

talk is expected to be based on her master’s thesis on the environmental history of orchids 
from 1817-present, which involved going to Myanmar to study the orchids & archives there. 

Christmas/New Year : The date for the open meeting (with our traditional mulled fruit juice) 

has yet to be confirmed – the 4
th

 Wednesday in December is Boxing Day. 

Wednesday 23 January : AGM and members’ presentations.   

Wednesday 27 February : Jonathan Briggs on mistletoe. Jonathan, a national expert on 

mistletoe lives near Stroud and was the author of the report “Kissing Goodbye to the 
Mistletoe” (1995).  Visit http://www.mistletoe.org.uk for his website.   

Wednesday 27 March : To be confirmed. 

 

FIELD MEETINGS  
Other botan ical group meetings ï October  

Nothing from us in October but members may be interested in the following two all-day 
Somerset Rare Plant Group urban botany field meetings.  Ask their coordinator Liz 
McDonnell lizmcdonnell2005@gmail.com about membership/invitations. 

Sunday 7th October FROME.  An urban botany meeting to make records in under-

recorded areas of Frome.  A good opportunity to learn late-season plants from their urban 
setting, including aliens and casuals.   

Saturday 27th October TAUNTON.  An opportunity to join in the Wild Flower Society’s 

‘Last Week Hunt’ for wild plants in flower during the last week of October.  They hope to 
see a number of scarce or otherwise unusual species, including Wall Bedstraw (Galium 
parisiense), Hoary Cinquefoil (Potentilla argentea), Hairy Buttercup (Ranunculus sardous), 
Rye-brome (Bromus secalinus) and Annual Beard-grass (Polypogon monspeliensis) – 
although whether they’ll still be in flower is uncertain.  
 

  

mailto:clivemlovatt@gmail.com
mailto:ecoteric@googlemail.com
http://www.mistletoe.org.uk/
mailto:lizmcdonnell2005@gmail.com
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BOTANICAL NOTES                                                          Contents / Diary       
 

Field meeting report  
 

NORTHWICK OAZE, Old Passage, Aust, led by Clive Lovatt, Saturday 18 August 

Seven of us met as arranged by the Tamarisk tree at Cake Pill Gout – apparently the only 
occurrence in the wild in Gloucestershire. Whilst we were assembling Mark Kitchen spotted 
an unknown shrub in the fencing by the footpath stile opposite, and then another further 
along.  It had small bright red fruits in hanging clusters and whilst most leaves were entire, 
the upper leaves also suggested it was a hawthorn.  However, the plants lacked thorns and 
on closer examination they turned out to be an Asiatic ornamental apple, yet to be 
precisely named.  

The next finds were two umbellifers.  There was a good patch of Corn Parsley 
(Petroselinum segetum) on the bridge and the answer to “what is that little yellow flower?” 
on the path beside the Pill was Narrow-leaved Hare’s-ear (Bupleurum tenuissimum).  Due 
to diminished grazing and expansion of couch-grasses it is much less abundant on the 
Avon and Severn Estuaries than it was 40 years ago.   

Mark also pointed out the extensive stretch of a hybrid grass (x Elytrohordeum langei) 
along the upper marsh a distance below the relatively recent sea wall.  Referring to his 
annotated OS map he showed that it continues for several km southwards.  It is a cross 
between Meadow Barley (Hordeum secalinum) and Common Couch (Elytrigia repens) – 
though we thought that Sea Couch (E. atherica), with which it grows here, was a more 
likely parent.  The inflorescences are easily recognised by the relatively delicate couch 
grass-like inflorescence and the sterile awned florets.  A scarce plant in Britain, it also 
occurs in N. Somerset, Norfolk, Northumberland and in the Thames valley. A form more 
like the Meadow Barley (the inflorescence breaking apart vertically rather than laterally) 
was known for a while in brackish marshes at Shirehampton.   

The muddy depressions in the middle of the marsh had much of interest.  Mark 
identified for us two similar species of Glassworts (Sea Samphires), Purple Glasswort 
(Salicornia ramosissima) and Common Glasswort (S. europaea).  Brackish Crowfoot 
(Ranunculus baudotii) occurs here but is an annual and hadn’t yet germinated.  Bulbous 
foxtail (Alopecurus bulbosus) is perennial and was easily found, some in late flower after 
the end of the recent drought.  

We were also able to distinguish the two Sea-Spurrey (Spergularia) species, Sea 
Arrow-wort and Sea Plantain, and White and Strawberry clovers.  A walk on the 
saltmarshes on a good late summer or Autumn day is always exhilarating and on this 
occasion was added to by participants drawing attention to various birds, insects and galls.   
 
Three plants associated by name with St Vincentôs Rocks   

I am aware of three plants whose various names record an association with St Vincent’s 
Rocks.  There is also of course Libby Houston’s Observatory Whitebeam (Sorbus 
spectans) which is confined to those cliffs and whose English name is the Observatory 
Whitebeam (see these notes, June 2014).   

The English name of Sedum forsterianum, is now standardised as Rock Stonecrop, but 
it appears in Victorian and earlier Floras as the St Vincentôs Rock Stonecrop (even if partly 
to distinguish it from a Welsh variant, now sunk into synonymy).  The first British record of 
the aggregated species is from St Vincent’s Rocks – apparently from a visit by John 
Goodyer in 1638 – and was first committed to print in Christopher Merrett’s Pinax of 1666, 
as Sedum Divi Vincentii.  

In the Latin name for the Stiff Saltmarsh-grass, Puccinellia rupestris (meaning of rocks) 
I believe we have a memorial that it was first found and recognised as distinct in Britain in 
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the vicinity of St Vincent’s Rocks.  The illustrated account of it by a local man, John 
Leonard Knapp, in his Gramina Britannica (1842, first edition 1804 probably identical) 

comments that “it never courts elevated or rocky situations as “Rupestris” would imply, so it 
is either a mistaken impression of the habitat, or an abbreviated site description, [St 
Vincent’s] Rocks.  Two national botanists, the Williams Curtis and Withering published 
illustrations of it in the 1790s.  Withering (1796), who published it first, and listed no other 
locality, gave it the currently accepted name rupestris and said his specimen was gathered 
on St Vincent’s Rocks by a Mr Milne, who reported that Curtis had earlier found it “just at 
the entrance into the walk from the Hotwell House”.  Curtis (apparently in 1798, though 
Knapp says it was first figured by Curtis) called it procumbens (the inflorescence does 

indeed lie almost flat, see it at Shirehampton Sailing Club) and mentioned that after 
examining the plants of St Vincent’s Rocks he found it “at the foot of the rock”.   

The third plant is Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea), a rather widely distributed plant of 
dry often rocky unshaded habitats in Britain, though rare in central England and extinct in 
Cambridgeshire.  It is widespread in the Avon Gorge away from the plateaux.  In a recent 
paper by Chris Preston which the author kindly sent me, he transcribes and describes 
some botanical manuscripts relating to a Samuel Corbyn containing lists of wild and 
cultivated plants in Cambridge in 1656-7.  One of the plants mentioned by Corbyn to an 
unknown correspondent (4 November 1656) as growing in a Cambridge garden is Virga 
aurea Rupevincentiana, i.e. the Goldenrod of [St] Vincent’s Rocks.  It had already been 
known in Britain for most of a century.  Extraordinarily, neither Preston or I were able to 
trace any evidence of the Bristol plant as a distinct variety, nor indeed that it had been 
otherwise recorded in the Avon Gorge until very many years later in 1789 (Shiercliff) or 
thereabouts (Broughton’s MS list).  Preston suggests the manuscripts are copies made by 
the John Goodyer mentioned above. Could he have collected it when he visited the Avon 
Gorge in 1638?  White describes him as “a handy man, one of those rare, unpretentious 
persons, who are always busy in aid of other folk’s work, and whose diffidence will not 
allow them to publish anything in their own names” (Flora of Bristol p 57).   
 

PLANT RECORDS 
If you’ve found any interesting plants, please let me know.   
 

Clive Lovatt, Stroud, 7 September 2018 
                      Contents / Diary       
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GEOLOGY SECTION 

 

PRESIDENT: David Clegg    dkc42el@gmail.com      Contents / diary   
HON. SEC.: Richard Ashley, richardwashley@gmail.com Tel: 01934 838850 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

There is no Geology Section Lecture Meeting arranged for October but attention is drawn 
to the main Society meeting on Wednesday 17 October when Dr. Aaron Hunter will talk on 
“Lost Jurassic Sea Lilies”. Please note that this will take place at Westbury on Trym 
Methodist Church Hall; not the University. It is hoped that Geology Section Members will 
make every effort to support this talk. 
 

The walk accompanied by environmental geochemist Charlie Bacon, who led two excellent 
meetings on Mendip Pb, lead, in 2014 will take place in  early November. See next bulletin. 
 

MENDIP ROCKS FESTIVAL :   NB BOOKI NG ESSENTIAL FOR ALL  EVENTS  
This is now in full swing with a variety of events during October of interest to Geologists 
and others. Full programme details are at http://www.mendiphillsaonb.org.uk/events/ but 
the following Earth Science Week events may be of interest to members:- 
 

BURRINGTON COMBE GEO WALK - explore the carboniferous series 
rocks in the Combe with Dr Peter Hardy  Saturday 13 Oct., 2-4.30pm 
Geo walk to discover the geological history of the Burrington rocks, from oldest to youngest 
carboniferous rocks as we walk up the Combe. 

Parking in lower car park of Burrington Combe/Burrington Inn. BS40 7AU. Max 15. 
 

SOMERSET COAL FIELD WALK RADSTOCK: Middle Pit & Clandown 
walk with the Mendip Society           Sunday 14th Oct - 1pm-4pm 
A walk with Richard Frost around the industrial remains of the Somerset Coal Field. 
Remains of old mines, batches & railways. Some moderate climbs/descents, stiles, may be 
muddy in places. Parking near to Radstock Museum, BA3 3EP. Walking boots/shoes, 
approx. 5 miles. Max 25. Donations £3pp. 
 

BATTS COMBE QUARRY TOUR - A Limestone Legacy 
Tuesday 16 Oct – 10am-12noon or 2-4pm. 

A guided tour to with Hanson's UK to view inside this Burrington Oolite quarry, a mineral 
very valuable as a pure limestone for animal feed, toothpaste and many industrial fillers. 
Wear boots, long sleeves, no shorts, safety wear provided. Meet at Batts Combe Quarry 
office car park, Warrens Hill, Cheddar, BS27 3LR. Limited places, 10 per tour. Charge 
£5pp. Book am or pm tour. 
 

HALECOMBE QUARRY Geology Tour  

Thursday 18 Oct - 10am-12 noon, & 2pm-4.00pm 
Somerset Earth Science Centre, Moons Hill Quarry, Stoke St Michael, BA3 5JU. 
A rare chance to see inside this working limestone quarry and explore the rock exposures 
with Dr Ian Brewer, Senior Geologist with Tarmac.  For 16yrs and over. Charge £5 pp. 
Wear boots, long sleeves, no shorts, safety wear provided. Limited places 10 per tour. 
Parking at SESC, for minibus tour. Please arrive 15 mins prior to start promptly.  
         Info: Gill Odolphie 01749 840156 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

mailto:dkc42el@gmail.com
mailto:richardwashley@gmail.com
http://www.mendiphillsaonb.org.uk/events/
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Also of interest, at Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution (BRLSI)       Contents / Diary       

CHARLES MOORE AND HIS FOSSILS    7.30pm, Wed.17 October 

Speaker: Matt Williams, BRLSI Collections Manager 
In 1854 Charles Moore joined the BRLSI and deposited his already substantial collections 

of fossils to be exhibited ‘for the Public Benefit’. On his death in 1881, the BRLSI 

purchased Moore’s collection from his widow for more than £1,000. Now recognised as 

internationally important, this unique collection is still yielding new scientific discoveries 

and, now well cared for, is sure to inspire a deeper appreciation of geology and the history 

of life in future generations.  Venue: BRLSI, 16-18 Queen Square, Bath BA1 2HN. Visitors 

welcome: £4. 

 

Newly published 
Geological Sites of the Bristol Region (part sponsored by the BNS) has been published, 
get your copy direct from BRERC (see the BRERC website for details) or from the Bristol & 
Museum & Art Gallery shop (£19.50p). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY 

BNS Library at Bristol City Museum & Art Gallery, BS8 1RL.      Contents / Diary      
HON. LIBRARIAN:  Jim Webster   jim.bnslibrarian@gmail.com. 

Committee member on duty: 0117 922 3651 (library opening hours). 
Open: Wed. 1.15pm-2.15pm, Sat. 10.15am-12.15pm.                 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  The library will in future be closed on Saturdays connected 
with all Bank Holiday Mondays, in addition to New Year, Christmas and Easter. 
 

 
 

 

Access to the Society’s Proceedings and Nature in Avon online 
We are grateful to the Biodiversity Heritage Library and its participating institutions (Harvard and the Natural History 
Museum in particular) for digitising our Proceedings and Nature in Avon without charge and making them publicly 
available.  To access them you can google “Biodiversity Heritage Library” and use the search facilities, or you can go 
direct to our own index pages at: http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/98898#/summary (for the Proceedings, i.e. 
up to 1993); and http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/99328#/summary (for Nature in Avon, from 1994 to date) 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

mailto:jim.bnslibrarian@gmail.com
http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/98898#/summary
http://biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/99328#/summary
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INVERTEBRATE SECTION 
PRESIDENT:  Robert Muston    0117 924 3352                         Contents / Diary       
Hon. SECRETARY: Moth Broyles   mothbroyles@gmail.com   07809 281421  
 
 

 

 

I NVERTEBRATE NOTES FOR OCTOBER 2018  

After the heat wave much of August was somewhat grey but the consequences of the late 
cold winter and early summer heat continued to be seen in our invertebrate populations.  
Regular moth recorders were commenting upon the virtual absence of the normally 
common Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba, for example, but then suddenly, much 
later than normal they appeared in late August and early September.  If anyone could 
suggest why this might have occurred, do let me know. 

Of course other species have done well.  The Box Tree Moth Cydalima perspectalis 
has been reported widely across our region this summer suggesting it is now well 
established, gardeners beware!  The stunning Clifden Nonpareil Catocala fraxini moth also 
turned up in Bath and in Kingston Seymour and is becoming of annual occurrence.  In 
Weston-super-Mare, David Agassiz recorded a Cloaked Carpet Euphyia biangulata which 

we have not seen locally since the 1970s (which was also in Weston).   
Lois Pryce found the migrant Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii dragonfly at 

Pilning Wetlands on 13 August which adds to the Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna affinis 
sightings reported last month from Priddy.  In recent years reports of migrant Clouded 
Yellow Colias croceus butterflies have been rather sparse and this year I have only heard 
of a sighting of two by Darrell Watts on 9 August, one at Chipping Sodbury and one at 
Cromhall, have you seen more? 

Finally, the infamous Asian Hornet Vespa velutina has been confirmed as present at 

Fowey in Cornwall recently.  It poses no greater threat to people than a bee but does have 
a predilection for Honey Bees Apis mellifera, hence the concern.  How long can it be 
before it becomes an established part of the UK fauna?  

Ray Barnett  
05/08/18 

 

 

 

 

 

SPIDER- HUNTING WASP 

Giles Morris saw a wasp dragging a spider across 

his drive in mid-August, took this photo and sent it 

to the Royal Entomological Society ID service.  He 

received the following back:   

…Not surprisingly, perhaps, it is one of the spider-

hunting wasps, family Pompilidae.  It is not 

possible to say which of the 41 known UK species 

it is from the photo. 

    They tend to nest in burrows in the ground and 

females provision the nests with a single spider for 

each nest cell which contains one egg. 

…  Professor Jim Hardie, Director of Science, 

Royal Entomological Society…    
   Photo © Giles Morris 

mailto:mothbroyles@gmail.com
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ORNITHOLOGY SECTION 
PRESIDENT:-  Giles Morris, 01275 373917 danesmorris@btinternet.com    
HON SEC.:-   Lesley Cox  07786 437528  fledglingnat@icloud.com         Contents / Diary       

 
 

 

 
 

 

October brings two field meetings and the opening of our Winter Lecture Programme on 
Wednesday, 10

th
 October, with a splendid exposition of a brilliant scheme associated with 

a beautiful farmland bird that has undoubtedly helped other farmland species as well, plus 
an opportunity for members to come together again to discuss their activities and findings 
during the summer; tea and biscuits provided as ever.  Visitors are always welcome.  We 
have a cracking programme of talks lined up so make sure you have the second 
Wednesday of the month earmarked in your diary to join us.  Meanwhile, have fun, watch 
birds and sign up for some Citizen Science. 

 

FIELD MEETINGS  
SAND POINT            Sunday 7th October 
Leader: Giles Morris (07712 398903)                 10:00 
Meet at the NT car park (ST 330659) at the northern end of Sand Bay at 10am. We will 
walk up to the point and along towards Middle Hope and St Thomas's Head. This is always 
an interesting spot for migrant passerines and winter visitors in the trees and scrub of the 
headland. We shall also take the chance to see what waders are in Sand Bay and 
Woodspring Bay. The terrain is roughish, so suitable footwear is advisable and, being a 
coastal site, it will be exposed to whatever weather the day throws up, so please dress 
appropriately. We should finish at about 1 p.m. 
 

MIGRATION WATCH                    Sunday 14th October 

Leader: Giles Morris (07712 398903)                      07:30 
Meet at the old Severn Bridge Aust Service Station ST572896. The watch point is 500 
yards north on the Severn Way where the slightly dilapidated telescope stands in wilted 
glory (Grid Ref: ST56688980). One never knows what will be seen here – masses of 
migrating flocks, single irregularities, passage migrants or, very occasionally, very little of 
anything at all. One thing is for sure; migration is one of nature’s wonders – a regular 
occurrence that keeps recorders guessing so the more members watching, the better. The 
Section watch point is one of many participating at the same time across a wide area. 
Clearly the event is extremely weather dependent; so if the weather is likely to be bad or 
uncertain, check with the leader before 9:00 p.m. on the previous evening (07712 398903). 
 

I NDOOR MEETING  
THE CIRL BUNTING OF LABRADOR BAY   Wednesday, 10th October 
Speaker: Cath. Jeffs (RSPB) 19:30 

Westbury-on-Trym Methodist Church, Westbury Hill, Bristol BS9 3AA 
This is a story of positivity and success for the Cirl Bunting (Emberiza cirlus) told by the 
project leader who has been involved with developing the programme of expansion for this 
attractive little farmland bird in the South West for many years and it shows what could be 
done countrywide for all our farmland birds that have benefitted alongside this species, if 
lessons from Devon were widely applied. 

Martin Harper, RSPB Conservation Director, said: “The recovery of this charming little 
bird is a remarkable conservation success and shows what can be achieved when farmers, 
conservationists and nature work together”.  

mailto:danesmorris@btinternet.com
mailto:fledglingnat@icloud.com
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PROJECT OWL                                                                                           Contents / Diary       
BTO are running a National Survey to get better information on how our Tawny Owls are 
doing.  Previous Surveys were carried out in 1989 and 2005, with excellent coverage in 
Avon,  and the aim is to get up to date information on changes in their distribution since the 
last Survey and calculate reliable long-term population trends.   
 
There are two elements to Project Owl, the first of which is a 
Tawny Owl Point Survey the first period of which runs until 

October 15th and there will be a further Survey period 
commencing in February 2020.  It is a very straightforward and 
easy survey based on preselected tetrads (2x2km) squares 
and involves making just one to three (ideally at least two) 
short (20 minutes) evening visits to your chosen tetrad 
recording any Tawny Owls heard.  You can find more 
information at  https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-
owl/tawny-owl-point-survey . 
There are still plenty of tetrads still available through most of 
the Avon BTO Region.  and you can see all the available 
tetrads on the website and sign up to survey one (or more!). 
 
The second element of the Project is a Tawny Owl Calling Survey which will run from the 

end of September through to March.  This survey can be carried out from the comfort of 
your own home or pretty much anywhere else and simply involves 20 minutes a week (or 
as often as you can manage) noting any Tawny Owls heard.  Further information can be 
found online at https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-calling-survey 
. 

AVON WINTER BIRDS SURVEY 
The Avon Winter Birds Survey will be running again this coming winter for its third season.  
The aim of the Survey is to measure the fortunes of our more common wintering species in 

the same way that the Breeding Bird Survey has done 
so successfully for our breeding birds.  The survey 
consists of walking two one-kilometre transects 
across a grid square with the first visit being in 
November-December and the second visit about a 
month or so later and in January-February.  All birds 
seen or heard are counted - most visits will take less 
than two hours.   
 
The Survey is simple and straightforward (the 
emphasis is on our commoner species) and squares 

can be selected by the observer subject to them not already being allocated.  It is a good 
introduction to bird surveying. All habitats are of interest including suburban/urban squares.  
If you are interested in helping, please contact Dave Stoddard - 

dave.stoddard@tiscali.co.uk or tel: 0117 924 6968.  Please note that if you participated in 
the Survey last winter I will of course be writing to you! 
 
If you have any queries about the Surveys please contact Gordon Youdale (BTO Avon 
Regional Rep.) - gordon.youdale@blueyonder.co.uk .  
 
 

 

  

https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-point-survey
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-point-survey
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-calling-survey
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ORNITHOLOGY RECENT NEWS                                                           Contents / Diary       

August  
The month began promisingly with Marsh Harrier, 5 Avocets, Greenshank and a very early 
Merlin reported at Northwick along with another Marsh Harrier and the now expected Great 
White Egret at CVL. By 3rd there was already quite a spectacle at New Passage with 170 
Black-tailed Godwit, 150 Redshank and 300 Dunlin, while the next day there were 12 early 
(for us) Golden Plover there but in the end wader passage, so often a feature of August, 
was a little disappointing. Spotted Redshank did relatively well by recent standards with 
four dusky juveniles at BL from 21st and one at CVL on 26th, while Whimbrel seemed 
more frequent than it usually is in autumn, but otherwise it was all a bit slow. Marsh 
Harriers stayed at CVL all month with often two and even three reported later on. Autumn 
Pied Flycatchers are usually thin on the ground so one trapped in a Portishead garden on 
5th and another on Brandon Hill on 17th were notable as was a juvenile Cuckoo at Severn 
Beach on 6th. A juvenile Hen Harrier at Marshfield from 8th-12th was a very welcome 
sight. Bird of the month came in the form of an Ortolan Bunting flying over calling at Sand 
Bay on 24th, which will be the long overdue first for our recording area of this scarce and 
declining migrant if accepted. They're annual as close to us as Portland Bird Observatory 
and there have even been small flocks as close to us as at Lavernock Point in Glamorgan. 
Just one hanging around a crop field somewhere locally would be widely appreciated.   

John Martin 
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MISCELLANY 
 

 

 
 

 

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL BOTANIC GARDEN     

Contents / Diary     

The Holmes, Stoke Park Rd, Stoke Bishop, BS9 1JG.   
Booking: 0117 331 4906. www.bristol.ac.uk/botanic-garden 

Email: botanic-gardens@bristol.ac.uk  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Thu.18 Oct. 7.30-9pm.  Lecture: Lindsay Sullivan will talk about her career, from 

10 years in graphic design, to (2007) the Botanic Garden’s Work & Retrain As a Gardener 
Scheme (WRAGS) and her current place as a landscape architect.   
Venue: Frank Theatre, Wills Physics Laboratory, Tyndall Ave., BS8 1TL. Free to Friends 
on production of membership card.  Visitors are asked for donation (suggested £5).   

Sat. 27 Oct. 10am-4pm.  Paper posy workshop paper flower making with 

botanical artist Bee Watson.  Learn to create a paper posy of blooms inspired by detailed 
study of flora & foliage.  Suitable for all creative abilities, experienced or not. Materials & 
equipment provided.  Lunch break 45 minutes. Please bring packed lunch.  
Venue:  Linnaeus study room, at the Botanic Garden.  Over 16 only.  .£60 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

AVON ORGANIC GROUP http://www.groworganicbristol.org/ 

All meetings at The Station, Silver St., BS1 2AG (in the Dance Studio)  Visitors £5 Members £2.  
Thu. 25 Oct., 7pm.  “The Future for Organic Growing - opportunities & challenges". 

James Campbell, Chief Executive of Garden Organic 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HUMANITIES :  PUBLIC LECTURE 
The Centre for Environmental Humanities have announced their inaugural public lecture.  
Prof. Vinita Damodaran, head of the Centre for World Environmental History at the 
University of Sussex, will talk about her work on  

HISTORICAL CLIMATE VULNERABILITY IN SOUTH ASIA 
Wednesday 24th October, 18:00-19:30 

Hepple Lecture Theatre in Geography, University of Bristol, 
with wine and nibbles afterwards. Sign up for free tickets on Eventbrite:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/historical-climate-vulnerability-in-south-asia-prof-vinita-
damoda  ran-tickets-49210677461  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

       Contents / Diary      

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/botanic-garden
mailto:botanic-gardens@bristol.ac.uk
http://www.groworganicbristol.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/historical-climate-vulnerability-in-south-asia-prof-vinita-damoda%20%20ran-tickets-49210677461
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/historical-climate-vulnerability-in-south-asia-prof-vinita-damoda%20%20ran-tickets-49210677461
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Avon Gorge & Downs Wildlife Project      Contents / Diary       
Booking and further information: Contact the Project on 0117 903 0609 or e-
mail mleivers@bristolzoo.org.uk . Pre-booking essential for all events. 

Details of meeting points are given on booking.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Tue. 2 Oct. British owls (Talk)  

with owl conservationist Ian McGuire. Find out what 

they look like, what they sound like, how they live and 

issues affecting their survival.   7-8pm. £4.   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat. 20 Oct. Autumnal silk painting 

(Course) :  Be inspired by colours & shapes of 

autumn!  Artist Marion Kardasz shows how easy & 

fun it is to create silk paintings.  £40 (incl. 

materials).  10am-3.30pm   Suitable for all, 

including the artistically challenged!     Photo © Su Lees  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thu. 1 Nov.  Autumnal antics (Children’s holiday event for 8–12 yr olds).  
Using seeds, leaves & berries on the Downs, we create colourful autumn art. In the 

afternoon make a magical autumn leaf lantern to take home. Drop off children 10am; 

pickup  3.30pm.  £15 per child.  At Bristol Zoo Gardens and on the Downs. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A microscopical offering not for the squeamish! 
With thanks to Robert Muston, who writes: 

Once a month, I receive from the Postal Microscopical Society a box of 
12 microscope slides.  The contents of the box vary from month to month 
with last month's offering containing nothing but thin sections of 
transistors and  integrated circuits.  However, this month there was a slide 
which might be of interest to those who walk,  particularly in long grass. 

Many will know the tick(Ixodes) is a close relative of the spider.  The 
adult possesses 8 legs, and its body is made up of two parts. This is illustrated in the first 
photomicrograph. Unlike many spiders, ticks are very small in size, this particular specimen 
being about 1.5mm wide measured across, and 2 mm measured from front to back.   

The slide clearly displays the tick’s 
feeding mechanism as shown in the second 
photomicrograph.  Firstly, it lacerates the skin 
of its host with the chelicerae.  Once the 
hypostome with its backward pointing barbs 
has been inserted in the wound to provide a 
secure anchor, it then simply sucks up the 
blood. 

Although the summer is rapidly passing, 
ticks continue to be active during warm spells 
until the end of November. 

 Photo © Ian McGuire (Wild Owl TV) 

mailto:mleivers@bristolzoo.org.uk

