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Diary of events

Contents

Council usually meets on the first Wednesday of each month. Please contact the Hon.
Sec. (secretary@bristolnats.org.uk) at least a week in advance if you have any matters you

wish to be discussed by Council.

Visitors & guests are welcome, free, at our lectures and field meetings. If contact details
are given, please contact the leader beforehand, and make yourself known on arrival. We

hope you will enjoy the meeting, and consider joining the Society. To join, visit
https://bristolnats.org.uk and click on membership. Members are members of ALL

sections.

BNS LIBRARY opening times are given on page 15

APRIL
Sun 24 Tanpit Woods & Lower Failand

MAY

Sun1l Dawn Chorus at Blaise

Tue 10 All-round interest at Velvet Bottom

Sat 21 RSPB Ham Wall

Sun 22 Durlston & Purbeck Coast, Dorset (Coach)
Sat 28 Stoke Park

Sun 29 Watercress Farm, Wraxall

Sun 29 Limekiln Wood & Kingsweston Down

JUNE
Sat 11 Hanham Meadows

AUGUST
Sat 6 Aug. Leigh Woods

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

Until 5 June Wildlife Photographer of 2021

Thu 21 April Museums lunchtime lecture

29 Apri 2 May City Nature Challenge

Thu 5 May Bultterfly Britain (Talk)

Sunl5May 6Wr i ting tCbuse)Downsd
19-21 May  National Moth Nights

Sat 21 May Fascination of Plants Day

Fri 27 May Intro to Identification of Flowering Plants
Sun 29 May Lilstock Bay, W. Somerset

Fri 10 June Intro to Identification of Flowering Plants
1071 18 June Festival of Nature

20-26 June National Insect Week

Botany 14.30
Ornithology 06.00
Geology 18.00
Ornithology 09.00

Ornithology+BOC 08.00
Invertebrates 10.30

Ornithology 09.30
Botany 14.30

Invertebrates 10.00

Invertebrates 10.30

M Shed

Museum (online) 13.00-14.00

Bristol & Bath

Gorge & Downs  7pm-8pm
Gorge & Downs  10.30am-4pm

Invertebrates

Botanic Garden  10am-5pm
Botanic Garden  10am-4.30pm

Bath Geol. Soc.

Botanic Garden  10am-4.30pm

City Centre
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SOCETY ITEMS

Bristol Weat her Diary/ Contents
March summary 2022

The March mean temperature of 9.5°C was 1.5°C above the 30 year average for Bristol,
so continuing the warming trend. It was the 5th warmest March, with 1957, 1997 and 2000,
since data was started ion 1853 (with 1890 missing). It was however the average
maximum temperature that was the most notable for March 2022 as it was 2.2°C above
the 30 year average (1991-2020). With regard to average maximum temperatures it was
the 4th warmest, after 2012, 2003 and 1948, since this maximum temperature data started
122 years ago.

The month's total rainfall was 51.1mm which is 84.3% of the 30 year average (1991-2020).
The March 2022 mean wind speed of 3.3 mph was the 2nd joint lowest wind speed for the
month since data started in 2006. Also of note was the low incidence of South Westerly
winds in March 2022 and in fact not since April 2019 have there been as few South
Westerly winds and more South Easterly winds.

The monthly solar radiation for March was 3.5% above the average for the month with
regard to the maximum percentage possible which this year was at 45.1%. This was
mainly due to a very sunny spell toward the end of the month.

The maximum wind gust of 32 mph on the 12t of March was the joint 2nd lowest, with
2001, since this data started in 2006. The highest daily temperature of 20.3°C on the 23rd
of the month was the 10th highest in 86 years of data for Bristol. The highest pressure of
the month of 1041.9 mb on the 18th was the highest March pressure for this site since
data started in 1994.

Interestingly the first three months of 2022 have been the driest since 2012 which in fact

became the wettest year on record from data starting in 1853! One is not saying it will
happen again this year but it does show the variability of rainfall in an anecdotal way.

Barry Horton



BOTANY SECTION

PRESIDENT: - Diary/ Contents
HonN. SEc:- David Hawkins

FIELD MEETINGS

TANPIT WOODS & LOWER FAILAND Sunday 24th April
Leader: David Hawkins 2:30pm
Me et in front of St Bart hol omewés Church

Nearest postcode BS8 3SW. Additional parking is available around the corner on Oxhouse
Lane, or further east along Sandy Lane.

Welcome to a springtime amble across some pleasant fields and through an intriguing
mixture of diverse secondary woodland and plantation, barely three miles from the centre
of Bristol. Markham Brook i a fine tufa stream i flows through Tanpit Woods, affording a
charming atmosphere and creating some interesting habitat. A chance to see a good suite
of woodland species; we should keep an eye out for Greater Chickweed Stellaria neglecta
too. There is also a specimen of the uncommon Large-leaved Lime Tilia platyphyllos
nearby.

LIMEKILN WOOD & KINGSWESTON DOWN Sunday 29th May

Leader: Neill Talbot 2:30pm
Meet at Blaise Castle Estate main car park, off Kings Weston Road, at ST558786. Nearest
postcode BS10 7QS. https://www.bristol.gov.uk/museums-parks-sports-culture/blaise-
castle-estate

Perched side by side on the northwestern fringes of the city, Limekiln Wood is splendid
ancient woodland and Kingsweston Down is a winsome slither of calcareous grassland.
Between them we should find a wide array of plants. Typical species of Limekiln Wood are
Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, Wood Sedge Carex sylvatica, Scaly Male-fern
Dryopteris affinis and Wych EIm Ulmus glabra, along with numerous other ancient
woodland indicators. Meanwhile, the grassland holds the likes of Wild Basil Clinopodium
vulgare, Woolly Thistle Cirsium eriophorum, Salad Burnet Poterium sanguisorba and
Upright Brome Bromopsis erecta.

Many of you will know Neill already i a professional ecologist, he is a firm friend of the
BNS Botany section and led ameetinglast summer to Trooper6s

Note: a full programme of field meetings for the rest of the year will be included in the next
bulletin. In June we will visit Lawrence Weston Moor.

Remembering Clive Lovatt
Lois Pryce writes:
ol have been lietahr nGlnigv eb ostiantncye W st arted at
outings in 2011. He has been incredibly kind and supportive of beginners like me, but also
wonderful about responding to email plant queries, usually with many added stories and
tips. As lockdown lifted he started doing small botany outings with me and another
member and we had some wonderful local trips, which it is a privilege to remember.

We last saw him on Sunday 27th Feb, where he was leading a very cold outing in
Portishead Marina. Itended i n a way t hwithaocelsbiamry $hgringdob n 6 t
posh cakes and coffees in a local restaurant. He seemed utterly his usual fun, cheerful and
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healthy self, so the shock of hearing of his
seem possible.

Currently | am thinking: who will want my oddball records now? i the outbreak of
Pellitory-of-the-wall along Henleaze High Street last summer, the huge Water Figwort just
down from our house, urban Conyzas? Clive so

An obituary will be published in the forthcoming issue of Nature in Avon. Meanwhile, an
appropriate way for the Society to commemorate Clive and his work is currently under
discussion.

FIELD MEETING REPORT Diary/ Contents
Portishead Dock, Sunday 27 February. Leader: Clive Lovatt

Report by Helena Crouch

When | contacted Clive at short notice to book for his meeting at Portishead, he replied
graciously that he would be pleased to have my help as he already had 16 booked to
attend: in fact, over 20 turned up on a cold bright afternoon for a sociable botanical stroll
around the marina. Passers-by looked bemused as members fell to their knees in search
of tiny plants amongst the paving, but we soon found spring-flowering Whitlow-grass
Erophila verna, Sticky Mouse-ear Cerastium glomeratum and Celandine Ficaria verna, as
well as several species that flower all year round, such as Annual Meadow-grass Poa
annua and Groundsel Senecio vulgaris. Eventually we reached the coast, where a pile of
large rocks, deposited for sea defence, yielded interesting discoveries. We were surprised
to encounter luxurious patches of Navelwort Umbilicus rupestris and the fern Intermediate
Polypody Polypodium interjectum, a ¢ | ump othil gRads Aremamtheled s
lessoniana and a mystery succulent, established amongst the rocks. Other members
waited patiently while Clive and | indulged in our shared passion for mystery alien plants:
several of us, with the help of a plant identification app on a mobile phone, eventually
identified the succulent as Greater Mexican-stonecrop Sedum praealtum (see photo 1), a
species new to Somerset.

We continued along the busy path above the saltmarsh, exploring a rocky bank where
we were surprised to find five more ferns: Common Male-fern Dryopteris filix-mas, Hart és
tongue Asplenium scolopendrium, Rustyback A. ceterach, Maidenhair Spleenwort A.
trichomanes and Black Spleenwort A. adiantum-nigrum.

Several members turned back, while about a dozen crossed the entrance to the marina
to explore the other side of the dock. A small patch of the delightful small Rue-leaved
Saxifrage Saxifraga tridactylites was flowering on the stonework of the harbour wall (photo
2), as was Pink-headed Persicaria Persicaria capitata, exactly where Clive first discovered
it in 2013. At the southern end of the marina, Clive led us down onto the muddy edge
below the dock wall, to see Thrift Armeria maritima, which he had also first found in 2013.
We were pleased to spot a single plant of English Scurvy-grass Cochlearia anglica
growing with it: both species had probably colonised from nearby saltmarsh.

A few more chilly but satisfied botanists departed, while the remaining participants
joined Clive for warm drinks and a shared plate of puddings to celebrate a successful
meeting and his recent birthday. We had made records in two 1km squares, adding 12
species to the northern square and 15 to the southern one. We only found 20 species in
flower. It had been a vibrant, happy afternoon and over tea we discussed plans for future
meetings, not realising that we would never see our kind, generous, incredibly
knowledgeable leader again. For me, this walk is one of many happy memories of time
shared with our dear friend Clive.
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Like a slipper for a shrew: anote on Parsley-piert (David Hawkins)
| was first shown Parsley-piert Aphanes arvensis some years ago when attending a
Somerset Rare Plants Group meeting at Sand Point. This diminutive plant is easy to
overlook, and so must be somewhat under-recorded, but its distribution peppers most of
these isles. Its grey-green, glaucous foliage is almost a rival in charm for that of Rue-
leaved Saxifrage, and when examined with a hand lens the minute, green barrel-shaped
flowers nestled right in among the leaves can be seen brimful and glistening with nectar.

The taxonomic position of Parsley-piert had always been rather obscure to me, so
when | chanced upon an attractive expanse of it growing on an urban bank (photo 3) near
St Pauls M32 roundabout, | decided it was time to look into the species further. Aphanes
are in fact members of the rose family,and si t c | o s emartles Alchemilla] ady 6 s
which suddenly makes a lot more sense of this plant. There is a distinct similarity, with
Parsley-pi ert s omet hi-magtle teduéed to minidtuaecprppbsions and the
leaves snipped into deeperlobesii t even someti mes used -to be
mantl ed. Ot her ramaksd roawaiiptaddésdoddi ¢ he -hive |l i gh
g r a & thedatter two because it was held to cure inflammation of the bowels.

The generally accepted name of Parsley-piert emerged because, in light of the
medieval doctrine of significances, the plant could be used to treat kidney stones since it
broke through stony ground in the course of its growth. Indeed, this plant often favours thin
soils and rocky terrain, colonising bare earth. Because of this | tend to home in on it in
case some good bryophytes or intriguing invertebrates can be found in its company. This
was so in the St Pauls patch: immediately, several solitary bees could be seen coming and
going from their burrows among the low sward created by the Parsley-piert, as well as
numerous ground bugs jogging between its cover.

The species certainly has a long history inourarea. InThe Engl i shmanés F
Geoffrey Grigson notes that o6éthe great FI emi
common | ittle plant [in the 1570s] at Bristo

Definitely worth a closer look.

Area records and curios

Dylan Peters continues to make good records. He came across Cat-mint Nepeta cataria
as a casual near the seafront in Weston-super-Mare. This species appears to have been
very rarely recorded in our region.

If you find any interesting plants please let us know.




GEOLOGYSECTION

PRESIDENT: Richard Arthur Diary / Contents
HON. SEC: Richard Ashley

FIELD MEETINGS

VELVET BOTTOM & CHARTERHOUSE Tuesday May 10th

Leader: Richard Arthur 6pm. for a 6.30 start
The Geology Section promotes a meeting of all-round interest

Colonisation of toxic mine waste by pioneer plants / animals and how life is controlled by

and dependent upon geology.

Meet at the Blackmore Reserve Car Park, Charterhouse ST 50541 55670

The trip is on mostly level and gravelled paths and is suitable for a sturdy wheel chair
and energetic pusher, as well as the more able!

It is hoped that this will make the BNS Geology section more attractive to ordinary
members both in access and interest.

I would appreciate some support from a botanist here
as my biology is a bit rusty. We will also see aquatic
insects and fish and here | am a bit more confident. The
rocks we will see are limited and sadly the miners were a
bit too good at extracting ore to leave any behind for us
to find. We will however, see fossils and a couple of rock
types and structures, and there will be (seemingly
tautological) lots of attractive slag.

Left: A brave colonist amongst the lead smelter waste,
Charterhouse Mendip April 2022. Photo: R Arthur.

The image shows the black lead slag and ‘false ground ivy" -
Glechoma hederacea - flowers March - June

Female Hairy Dragonfly i taken at Ham Wall but a
possibility around here too. Photo © Giles Morris

8



Diary/ Contents

LILSTOCK BAY, West Somerset Sunday May 29th

Leader David Hall 10:30am-4:00pm
Bath Geological Society Field Meeting

The day will be spent looking at the cliff and foreshore sections to the east of the beach
access at Lilstock Bay. The trip will examine the Triassic-Jurassic transition sequence
between the Penarth Group (Westbury and Lilstock Formations) and the Blue Lias. This
will provide the opportunity to discuss the causes of end Triassic extinction / biotic crisis.
We will also look at the fault and fractures exposed in both cliff and foreshore including
relay ramps which provide an appreciation of how faults propagate and link-up. A classic
example of a fault gouge will also be examined.

Other subjects of interest include coastal geomorphology and the fossils (ammonites!).
The remains of the old port near the beach access will also be visited.

VCar Park

Satellite view (Google Earth captured 06-2006) showing fault structure

Practical and HSE: Low tide on 29th May is about mid-day so most of the walking will
be on the foreshore platform which is relatively easy, although some clambering over the
rocky ledges, which form mico-cuestas, will be required. Walking over rounded cobbles of
the upper shore face storm beach will also be necessary, especially later in the afternoon,
due to the rising tide. It should be possible to avoid thick Severn Estuary mud. There are
no facilities on the beach. Please bring a packed lunch.

Parts of the cliff face are especially hazardous due to overhanging ledges of Blue Lias
paper shales and limestones. Extreme care should be taken and hard hats are mandatory.
Stout boots with ankle support are advised.

Meeting location will be provided on registration.

To register please email Bob Mustow at field@bathgeolsoc.org.uk



The importance of Education Diary/ Contents
Geology President Richard Arthur celebrates his own education

and his personal mission to improve Education for others
To continue the theme of my marking 50 year s
grades to read Biology with Geology (subsid). | would like to compare how then |
challenged the statements made by the interview panel, with the way many young (and not
S0 young) people seem to assume that those with degrees and especially higher degrees
should know their subject inside out and are reluctant or unable to sort out the wheat from
the chaff. Too few misconceptions are challenged and too many made.

Now it might seem that my challenging the panel was inappropriate but | was invited to
do so. One of the objects given to me at this interview was a large shell that barely sat my
cupped hand. The strange thing about this seemingly single valve from a bivalved muscle
was that the attachment or the adductor muscle sat on the convex and presumably outer
surface of the shell. Instead of the creature living inside the two cupped hands brought,
concave, together that are often used to represent a typical bivalve, | argued that, convex
together, there would be no place for the animal to live in or be protected, and so (to cut to
the chase) | had to give up describing the beast further. | had no idea that the shell
belonged to a snail and when the interviewer pointed to the giant sitting on a high shelf |
felt a fool. Far from being one part of a pair this shell was the singular opercular cover of a
truly massive gastropod, | remember needing two hands to lift off the shelf. | would dearly
like to be reunited with that beast, so if anyone knows its whereabouts in the Zoology
department | would love to see it again.

At the time | assumed from this and other taxing questions given by a panel of
interviewers that | had failed the test but the Uni offer arrived in the post and it was clear it
was far from a failure. This taught me a lesson to strengthen my natural instinct to question
everything and try to come up with personal logical theories. My tutor Reg Bradshaw once
labelled me an iconoclast but it is not just idols | like to fracture. | cannot help feeling that
current Education methods are failing and have been doing so for some time as many
seem unable to carry out critical scientific analysis.

It is my fervent wish to try to improve general education and also show that Geology is
NOT the study of rocks (thatds petr csbfaby ), -
its wonders. Geology is absolutely fundamental to all aspects of life on Earth, and never
has it been a more important time that the decline in its popularity and understanding be
reversed.

Richard Ashley

I would also like to thank Richard Ashley for his continuing outstanding contribution to the
geology section as member and especially section secretary and pass on his wish for
assistance in that role.

10



INVERTEBRATESECTION

PRESIDENT: Maico Weites

Hon. SECRETARY: Vacant Diary / Contents
FIELD MEETING S (Advance notices)

STOKE PARK Saturday 28 May
Leader: Maico Weites 10:30

Stoke Park is an area of great ecological value located along the M32.
The 18th century park comprises ancient woodland, wood pasture, meadows & ponds.
This will be a great site to look for deadwood specialists as well as for dragonflies. We will
be meeting at the entrance to the park at Romney Ave, just north of the Cameron
Centre at ST 61163 77096 / BS7 9TD

Please contact Maico Weites (maicoweites@gmail.com) if you want to attend

HANHAM MEADOWS Saturday 11 June
Leader: Peter Smithers 10:00

In 2014 six acres of meadows were created at the Hanham Hall Estate and so far not
many invertebrate records have been made. This will be a chance to change this and see
what we can find and inform the management of the meadows.
We will be meeting at 10:00 by the allotments on Roman Way BS15 3QA, Peter will put up
a sign. Turn off the A431 by The Blue Bowl pub onto Whittucks road. Roman way is the
third turning on the left, just past Hanham Health Centre.

Please contact Maico Weites (maicoweites@gmail.com) if you want to attend.

LEIGH WOODS Saturday 6 August

Leader: Maico Weites 10:30
Leigh Woods in Somerset is an ancient woodland managed by the National Trust located
just across the Clifton Suspension Bridge. It is home to a wide variety of scarce and
unusual invertebrates: from Golden Shelled Slugs to White-letter Hairstreaks and rare
isopods. The copious deadwood and veteran trees provide great habitats for saproxylic
(decayed wood) specialists. All in all, very promising and hopefully we can generate some
useful records.
We will meet at 10:30 outside the National Trust office on Valley Road (ST5551673130).
Parking is possible along North Road BS8 3PQ.
Please wear appropriate footwear as some of the paths may be steep or slippery and be
aware of ticks. We are likely to be out for several hours.

Please contact Maico Weites (maicoweites@gmail.com) if you want to attend

11


mailto:maicoweites@gmail.com
mailto:maicoweites@gmail.com
mailto:maicoweites@gmail.com

| NVERTEBRATE NOTES FOR MAY 2022 Diary/ Contents

After a warm period at the start of March, early April saw colder days and especially a
return to frosty or at least rather cold nights. Despite that, insect life continued to react to
the longer days of spring and Holly Blue and Speckled Wood were reported from the
region as on the wing.

Dave Hawkins has recorded two interesting insects recently. In Portishead on
23rd March he found the true bug Stictopleurus punctatonervosus, which is related to the
common Rhopalus subrufus that some may be familiar with. S. punctatonervosus has in
recent years become commoner and widespread across the south east and central
England but with few records as yet from the west and south west. In St Werburghs,
Bristol on 26th March Dave noted the somewhat inconspicuous ladybird Nephus
quadrimaculatus. As with the previous species this is poorly know from the south west,
another one to look out for.

The Natural History Consortium in Bristol is again
encouraging members of the public to participate in the
City Nature Challenge taking place 29 April to 2 May.
Over 400 cities worldwide are taking place asking for
sightings of wildlife to be uploaded (Bristol and Bath
report as one entity). See https://www.bnhc.org.uk/city-nature-challenge/ for details. One
species being targeted is the Dotted Beefly Bombylius discolor which has been increasing
in distribution year on year for some time now and it is hoped that contributions may aid
the mapping of this expansion.

On the evening of 20 May the Bristol Moth Group will be

[ J
mothn Ig ht visiting Cleaves Wood, Wellow near Bath as part of the

19th - 215t May 2022 National Moth Nights events taking place across the country.
If you would like to attend please contact me in advance.

Ray Barnett
10/04/22
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THE STRANGE LIFE OF OIL BEETLES Diary/ Contents
The last few days | spent doing - . ;
fieldwork and when working in chalky
areas on sunny spring days | like to
keep on the lookout for oil beetles.
Luckily my patience was rewarded with
a big fat male Black Oil Beetle (Meloe
proscarabaeus) right along the path! A
big black chunky flightless beetle with
twisted antennae, partly overlapping
elytra, and with an abdomen so big that
the elytra do not cover the abdomen
entirely.

Below: A male Black Oil Beetle (Meloe
proscarabaeus), Broad Chalke, Wiltshire,
2022.04.05 ©Maico Weites

Although many beetles have
fascinating life cycles, oil beetles (family
Meloidae) have an especially funky one.
Three species have been recorded in the
Bristol area: Black Oil Beetle (Meloe
proscarabaeus), Violet Oil Beetle (Meloe
violaceus), and Rugged Oil Beetle
(Meloe rugosus).

All three species are chunky flightless
beetles that parasitise on bees but being
flightless they cannot easily fly to the
nests of their hosts. Oil beetles use a
slightly different way to get there.

Black and Violet Oil Beetles emerge
in spring and can be found as early as Febru
lumber around and can often be found munching on flowers or blades of grass. When you,
like me, decide to pick up a beetle it may start leaking an oily substance from its joints. |

once tasted the oil produced by the Rugged C
Conclusion: itdéds a decent deterrence for pre
Of course they also participate in the mating game, during which the male holds the

femal eds antennae in the kinks in its antenn
transfer.

After a female has mated she digs a shallow pit in which she deposits her eggs. When
the larvae emerge a few weeks later they dig their way out of the soil and head to flower
head. This first instar stage is often referred to as the triungulin stage (plural: triungula),
after the three claws on each foot.
The triungula of Black and Violet Oil Beetles are often found on Lesser Celandine
(Ficaria verna).
They dono6t seek out flowers to feed on pol
When a potential host comes along these triungula will jump onto the unsuspecting bee
and hitch a ride back to its nest. | have to note that many triungula are rather poor

13
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entomologists and sometimes they will jump onto flies orothernon-s ui t abl e i nsec
hope that these bugs notice they got on the wrong flight and disembark when a different
flower is visited. As eggs are laid by the hundreds at a time so losing some offspring due
to their poor identification skills may not be that big an issue. Once the triungula reach a
nest of a suitable host - in these three species solitary bees-t hey wi I | feed or
eggs and the food stores. They will emerge again next spring starting the cycle again.

The Rugged Oil Beetle has a slightly different life history. Like the other two species the
larvae emerge in spring or early summer and need to find their way to a nest of a solitary
bee in order to develop into an adult. The adults however emerge not in spring but in
autumn and they can be found wandering about throughout winter. In order to spot the
adults you may need to get a bit adventurous as not only are these beetles winter-active,
they are also nocturnal. | may have confused a few people flashing their car lights at me
on the Clifton Downs when | was wandering about with a torch looking for these beetles in
the grass. The species is relatively scarce in the UK and can be found in locations
scattered throughout Southern England and Wales. There are a few places in the Bristol
area where this species has been recorded and a sizeable population is present at
Shirehampton.

The best way of telling the adult beetles apart is by looking at their pronotum (the bit
between the head and the abdomen). In the Rugged Oil Beetle it is wider than long unlike
in the other two species. Black and Violet Oll
Beetle are best separated by the presence of
either rounded or sharp tooth at the base of their
pronotum respectively. The triungula of Rugged
Oil Beetle are brownish and rather stout. Those
of Black Oil Beetle are more elongate and
usually yellow. Those of Violet Oil Beetle are
elongate and usually black.

If you are lucky enough to see an oil beetle, ] %
records can be submitted to the Bristol A\ 900 4 N\
Environmental Record Centre (BRERC) or the Rugged Oil Beetle (Meloe rugosus),
Oil Beetle Recording Scheme via iRecord. Shirehampton, 2020.10.31 ©Maico Weites

Triungulin of a Rugged Oil Beetle (Meloe rugosus) Triungulin of a Black Oil Beetle (Meloe

found attached to the leg of a mounted Common Furrow proscarabaeus), Berwick Basset, Wiltshire

Bee (Lasioglossum calceatum) collected in Oxfordshire 2021.06.08 ©Maico Weites
2021.06.07 ©Maico Weites
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LIBRARY

BNS Library at Bristol City Museum & Art Gallery, BS8 1RL. Diary / Contents
LIBRARY COMMITTEE CHAIR: -

HON. LIBRARIAN: - Jim Webster

The Library is open: Wednesdays 1.15pm-2.15pm, Saturdays 10.15am-12.15pm.

Tel. (opening hours only): 0117 922 3651. CLOSED on Saturdays connected with Bank Holiday
Mondays, and New Year, Christmas and Easter. (And see below).

News from the Library

Library opening

The Library is currently open to BNS members on a bookings-only basis. Normal opening
times are above, but until demand picks up, the Library will only be open for bookings only.

The Library will only be staffed by a Duty Librarian from the Library Committee when a
member has booked in. Bona fide researchers may also book visits through the Hon
Librarian. There are standing arrangements for staff of the Bristol Museum and Art Gallery
to access our Library.

If you wish to visit the Library to borrow books, please contact the Hon Librarian
by e-mail at least a week in advance. Because our Library is housed in the Museum, you
should also book an entry slot through their website in order to guarantee
access https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/plan-your-visit/

As the Museum advises , fAiDuring your vVvisit, please ca
covering unless you are exempt. Do not visit if you feel unwell or have COVID-19
symptomso. The Duty Librarian wil!.|l be wearin

Jim Webster

Hon Librarian

Glastonbury Tor seen from Ham Wall. See next page. Photo © Giles Morris
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ORNITHOLOGY SECTION

PRE s | DENGiles Morris
HONSEC -: L e s IC® ysecretary@bristolnats.org.uk Diary / Contents

FIELD MEETING S
DAWN CHORUS AT BLAISE Sunday 1°' May

Leader: Mike Johnson 07530 981106 06:00
To celebrate International Dawn Chorus Day we will meet at 6a.m at the junction of Kings
Weston Road and Long Cross, BS11 0TX, at the perimeter wall of the Blaise Castle
Estate. We will walk through the woodlands and fields of the main estate particularly
concentrating on the song and calls of resident and migrant birds. There should be plenty
of parking on Long Cross. The main Blaise car park will probably be closed. The meeting
will end about 9a.m
It is essential that you contact the Leader
no later than 30th April if you wish to attend.

RSPB Ham Wall 09:007 13:00, Saturday 21 May
Leader: Giles Morris Tel: 07712 398903 BRI e Ve Eoh ]
Meet at 09.00hrs in the RSPB Ham Wall Reserve s

car park at Ashcott Corner (ST 449397; BA6 9SX).
From the middle of Meare Village on the B3151,
Wedmore to Glastonbury road, take the minor road
south, now with a brown signpost to Nature
Reserve. After approximately one mile the car park
is situated on the left just after the Railway Inn and
the drain bridge. NB 7 not the Shapwick car park, » PR
which is on the other side of the road. Great Crested Grebe
Level walking but may be muddy in places. Parking charges: RSPB Photo © Giles Morris
members are exempt at the Ham Wall car park (place membership card in the
windscreen). Remember to remove all valuables from parked cars.

This is usually the best time of the year in the Avalon Marshes i one of the top birding
sites in the country. We would hope to see Bitterns, Hobbies, Egrets, Cuckoo, a big
selection of warblers and it is also a great time for dragonflies!

Please inform the leader if you are intending to join the walk.

DURLSTON AND THE PURBECK COAST, DORSET
Joint Coach trip with BOC Sunday 22nd May

We'd like to fill the coach so this trip is open to all - please invite family and friends. Our
coach will leave the Water Tower on Clifton Downs at 8a.m., drop us at Worth Matravers
and meet us at Durlston Country Park, Swanage for the journey home.

We will walk east along the cliff tops for 4-6 miles, stopping for a picnic lunch and
fortified by the thought of tea and ices for sale when we reach the country park! Delights
include wonderful views, orchids and downland flora, a breeding auk colony and bushy
valleys full of winding paths that may produce some late migrants. Bring good walking
shoes, sunscreen and lunch.

Please send your name and £18 (cheques payable to BOC) to Judy Copeland
(judycopeland19@gmail.com ) by 30th April.
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Diary/ Contents
WATERCRESS FARM, WRAXALL 9.30am, Sunday 29" May

Leader: Alastair Fraser
Watercress Farm is part of the Belmont Estate and is a rewilding project. The site includes
rough pasture, formerly arable fields, woodland and a small river. There is a resident
population of Yellowhammer, Kingfisher with Spring migrants and other passage birds.
The site was recently extended and we will go to parts not visited last time we went there.

Meet at 09:30 ST 500 706 SatNav 51.4322398, -2.7200367. From Bristol take the
Clevedon Road B3130 towards Wraxall. Pass the gatehouse to Belmont Estate on your
right then a sign for Wraxall on the left. 200m further on there is a sign to Watercress farm
on the left. Go down the farm lane to the farmhouse. From the opposite direction, pass
through Wraxall and the turn off is on the right about 1km from the village.

There is a limited parking so car share if possible.

Notify Alastair on fieldtripsaf@gmail.com if you are coming

FIELD MEETING REPORTS

Forest of Dean 20" March 2022

A sizeable group met in the RSPB Nagshead carpark, under a perfect cloudless sky. The
first Treecreeper of the day was spotted close to the carpark, before we set off up the path.
There was an abundance of bird song and we heard plenty of the usual suspects,
including Blue Tits, Robins, Chaffinches and Great Tits. Several Nuthatches were heard,
but it took some time before we were able to see them high up in the trees. The drumming
of Great Spotted Woodpeckers echoed loudly through the woods, and a courting couple
playfully darted through the trees, (of woodpeckers, that is).

At another stop, a couple of Song Thrushes were seen foraging in the ivy. While some
of us were trying to locate a Coal Tit that had been singing its squeaky song, a raptor was
spotted circling abov esdttdntion was immediataydivgstgd.andEv e r
it was identified as a Goshawk by its size, barred tail and blunt wings.

A stand of larches had a number of small dark finches, feeding on the cones, which
proved to be Siskins. Some of us also heard the high pitched 6wheedl y wheedl
Goldcrests, though they proved difficult to view.

As we walked up the slight incline to where the path starts to bear left, we heard more
Coal Tits and Robins, as well as a few noisy Wrens and startled Blackbirds. We continued
along to where pine trees flank a more open scrubby area. A few finch-like birds were
seen flitting about the tops of these trees and a good enough view was seen to confirm
that they were Crossbills. They were also heard calling high in the trees behind us.

We had heard from some fellow birdwatchers, that the road to New Fancy View was
closed until 1pm for the Cinderford half-marathon, so we agreed it would be best to
continue to amble down the path, rather than rushing to try and park at Cannop Ponds.

This strategy paid off, and a superb, well-lit flock of Siskins was observed flitting about
in a pine tree, giving excellent views of the yellow striated plumage and black heads of the
males. Three more raptors were seen flying in the distance into the sun, and the way they
flew indicated that they were likely Goshawks again.

The descent back towards the car park gave us good views of Nuthatches, some more
Treecreepers and Goldcrests. Another raptor passing over turned out to be a Red Kite.

After we reached the car park, a small group of us decided to take our coffee down to
the Lower Hide. Although we did not see any
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of Stock Doves and had a good eye level view of another Treecreeper on an oak tree. A
small herd of deer trotted across the landscape.
We had an excellent walk and saw a total of 24 species.

Three of us in my car decided to make a stop at Parkend, where a circle of Yew trees
surrounds a triangular grassy area next to the cricket ground. We were treated to a view of
two Hawfinches foraging around under the trees. An accompanying Chaffinch gave a good
comparison of the scale of these robust and beautiful birds. A highlight of a good day!

Mel Parker 26.03.22

Sand Point 9t April 2022 Diary / Contents
We assembled in the National Trust car park at Sand Point on a sunny, but breezy,
morning and took a little time to sort ourselves out for the start as we had arrived at the
same time and place as a BOC trip. As the numbers were quite large, we decided not to
merge the groups and 13 BNS members left the car park to the uplifting sound of
Chiffchaff and Blackcap song to head along towards Middle Hope.

Out on the open pasture on the top of the point skylarks were singing and sharp eyes
soon picked out a smart male Wheatear, which we hoped would be just the first of the
hoped-f or mi grants moving through. The track al
with flowering gorse and held a good selection of farmland birds. The presence of a
number of pairs of Greenfinches gave some support to the recent news of the species
recovery in numbers from the Trichonomosis epidemic. All the Blackbirds were thoroughly
checked, but sadly none revealed white collars.

At the northern end of the headland the open gate of the MOD land allowed us a new
area to explore and we added Stonechat and a Song Thrush in full song to our list. The
views across the mudflats and saltmarsh of Woodspring Bay gave distant views of
Shelduck, Teal, Curlew and Redshank despite the continuous noise of guns from the clay-
pigeon range on the seawall.

Our return walk to Sand Point revealed no further sign of migrants moving through, not
even any swallows or martins, but one of the delights of BNS walks is that there is always
someone in the group with a good eye for other wildlife, so our attention largely switched
to plants and butterflies. Speckled Woods were much in evidence and plants in flower
included: Cowslips, Commo n JbotJrefddlj SalhdBurrset, Gr o u
Co mmo n SthillpBarky Eaget-me-not and Rue-leaved Saxifrage.

This was a marvellous walk in welcome spring sunshine. The anticipated migrants
were thin on the ground (or in the air), but this did little to spoil the enjoyment of an
excellent morning.

Giles Morris
PSi report from Sand Point 24 hrs later: Ring Ouzel, Redstart, Grasshopper Warbler,
Tree Pipit, Siskin, Redpoll, Willow Warbler. It was bound to happen! GM
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Bird Notes Diary / Contents
MARCH 2022

March can be a frustrating month for birding. The arrival of the first spring migrants is hotly
anticipated but the reality is often something of a let-down. On the whole this year was no
exception, despite some exceptionally warm weather only Chiffchaffs appeared in any
numbers, with other early migrants such as Sand Martin and Wheatear restricted to small
numbers at a few select sites.

The reasons we go through lean periods such as this are varied. In very clear weather
migrants such as Wheatears may pass straight over our area, able to reach their breeding
grounds without pausing. The weather to our south also has a huge influence. We may be
enjoying good weather, but if Iberia is enduring rain and northerly winds, as it did for much
of the month, very few migrants will head our way. There was, however, one weather
event that might have been expected to produce some excitement: southerly and south-
easterly winds brought a huge plume of Saharan dust, which had blanketed some areas of
Spain, to our shores on March 16th. As it was, this was not accompanied by vagrant
southern birds, or insects for that matter, but it did produce an exceptional influx of
Garganey. This is the only duck species that is a summer visitor to Britain, which lies on
the north-western edge of its huge global range, which extends right across Eurasia to the
Paci fic Ocean. This monthés influx was the |
were seen in the northern Highlands, it was centred in south-eastern England and the bird
news services received reports from an amazing 275 sites.

Garganey began to reach our area on March 19th. Records included five on the
Severn Estuary south of Clevedon i an unusual habitat for this freshwater species and
indicating a fresh arrival. A further five were seen on the artificial wetland at Northwick
Warth but these too did not linger. Our best site for this species has always been Chew
Valley Lake and it is here that birds have settled in, with five or six still present at the time
of writing. They tend to be easiest to see on calm days, when they pick insects off the
open water, retreating into cover when the wind is strong. All but one are males, striking
birds with a broad white supercilium contrasting with a chocolate brown head, delicately
scalloped flanks and long drooping scapulars. It is only when they fly that colour, in the
form of a pale blue upper wing, is visible.

The preponderance of males does not bode well for breeding. Garganey has always
been a sporadic event in our area. It was proven in 13 years between 1955 and 1992 but
may have occurred since and been missed, since nesting birds are very skulking. We can
but hope that this year produces some broods.

Rupert Higgins
Your sightings are welcome at: avonbirdrecorder@outlook.com
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= UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL BOTANIC GARDEN
m @% The Holmes, Stoke Park Rd, Stoke Bishop, BS9 1JG.

' i ()“ Tel. 0117 428 2041 https://botanic-garden.bristol.ac.uk.
BOTANIC GARDEN Email: botanic-gardens@bristol.ac.uk

Saturday 21 May 10 -5 pm Fascination of Plants Day

Friday 27 May at 10am to 4.30pm & Fri. 10 June at 10am to 4.30pm | £145
Introduction to flowering plant families & how to identify them. Dr Paul Smith. A
one day workshop giving you a skill that may be applied to the flora of any country. Details
on the Botanic Garden website.

o, Avon Gorge & Downs Wildlife Project

e
éo_ ~ 2 Booking and further information: Contact the Project on 0117 903 0609 or e-
:I\J—/t mail mleivers@bristolzoo.org.uk . Pre-booking essential for all events.
/7‘0‘“’6 & Details of meeting points are given on booking.

LFE PR

Thursday 5™ May - Butterfly Britain (Talk)
Butterflies have been collected and studied in Britain for
hundreds of years and their decline over recent times has
beendramatic.t Enj oy Ol i ver Smartéds
as he takes you on a journey to see many of the resident
butterfly species of these isles. His talk will cover the
behaviour, habitats and the relationships with other plants
and animals that make these little insects so uniquely

special. 7- 8pm, £6. Photo © Oliver Smart
- smartimages.co.uk

ogr

Sunday 15 May Writing the Downs (Course)
The Downs are haunted by a rich human and
ecological history. In a creative writing workshop led
by Poet in Residence, Dr John Wedgwood
Clarke,we 61 1 explore the peopl ¢
that have shaped its distinctive landscape and think
about how traces of the past can inform writing our
own experiences of the Downs. 10.30am i 4pm,
£25. The event consists of a guided walk on the
Downs in the morning and an indoor writing

WOI’kShOp in the afternoon. Run in conjunction with Friends of the Downs and Avon Gorge and funded by the
Arts and Humanities Research Council via the Wastes & Strays project www.research.ncl.ac.uk/wastesandstrays .

MUSEUM LUNCHTIME TALK 1- 2pm, Thurs. 21 April

Can museums help to save endangered rhino & the 'little dodo'?

Online talk by Prof. Sam Turvey. Di scover how Br i stcolleclionsarei st or
contributing to conservation efforts for the critically endangered Javan and Sumatran

rhinos, and the enigmatic tooth-billed pigeon of Samoa.

Booking: Free i donations welcome. Go to: https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-
museum-and-art-gallery/whats-on/lunchtime-talk-can-museums-help-to-save-endangered-
rhinos-and-the-little-dodo/ (Or search the Bristol Museums website)
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